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From the Editor’s Desk 


[ee very pleased to present the first part of a pictorial essay on the 
monopodial genus Aérides in this issue. Gary Yong Gee has spent 
considerable time studying, researching and photographing numerous 
examples of these Southeast Asian orchids. He has also been fortunate 
enough to have seen a number of species growing in the wild. I hold 
Gary in the highest esteem, both as a person and for his wide-ranging 
knowledge of orchids and his unparalleled photographic skills. As you 
will see, many of these orchids can be incorporated into the garden in 
sub-tropical and tropical climates. 

Over the past few years, there have been increasing numbers in culti- 
vation of a stunning orchid from Papua New Guinea - labelled as 
“Dendrobium obtusisepalum’ . I believe that Phil Spence is responsible 
for bringing seed into Australia of this flamboyant species, from mate- 
rial collected by Wolfgang Bandisch. However, this orchid proved to be 
a new species, and was recently described in a foreign language orchid 
journal by André Schuiteman and Ed de Vogel. An amended and edited 
English version of this paper is presented in this issue, along with a cou- 
ple of photos of one of the plants I have in cultivation. 

Brian Milligan talks about growing the African terrestrial genus 
Stenoglottis. These are very rewarding plants in cultivation and will 
grow in a wide range of climates. Brian also presents the “Victorian 
Orchids of the Year — 2001”, and shows examples of some of the win- 
ning entries. This is an initiative the should be picked up and promoted 
by all the state bodies. We would happily publish these results and pho- 
tographs in the AOR. I was lucky to see Dieter Weise’s outstanding 
clone of Maxillaria sanderiana a few years ago and it is such an impos- 
ing plant, in fact a photo I took of it appears in my Growing Orchids 
book (available from the AOR bookshop!). 

Speaking of books, Volume | of Orchids of Australia by noted botan- 
ical artist John Riley and myself will be released in late October 2002 
through University of New South Wales Press. It features 150 colour 
illustrations of a range of Australian terrestrial and epiphytic species, 
with descriptive text. A limited edition will also be released. 

Bill Lavarack makes a welcome return to his series of orchids of inter- 
est. In this issue, Bill discusses Dendrobium eximium from Section 
Latouria. 

The recent St Ives Orchid Fair was another outstanding success. 
Leslie Bromley provides a summary of the event in this issue. It just 
shows what can be achieved when a number of sister societies work 
together by combining their energy, talent and orchids to put on an 
outstanding show and fair for the public. It highlights the value of 
including quality commercial orchid growers, which gives visitors the 
chance of purchasing a wide range of orchids, from seedlings to 
flowering plants, at competitive prices. Many others could learn a 
thing or two from the example set By the organising committee of the 
St Ives Orchid Fair. | 

David P. Banks 


Editor, Australian Orchid Review 
dpbanks @ozemail.com.au 
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Aér. lawrenciae has the largest flowers in the genus, which are about 4 cm across. 


to Aérides Lour. 


One 


by Gary Yong Gee 
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howy species such as are seen in many orchid collections. 

In the past there has been some confusion as to which 

species should be included in this genus and some plants 
have been incorrectly named. I hope that the information pre- 
sented here in this two-part series will help with the identifica- 
tion and cultivation of the more common species. 


Introduction 


Joao de Loureiro (1717-1791), a Jesuit missionary, first 
described Aérides in 1790 in Flora Cochinchinensis when he 
described the type species Aér. odoratum as Aér. odorata. The 
generic name was derived from the Greek aer (air) and the suf- 
fix-ides (resemblance) for the epiphytic habit of the plant. Some 
early publications have treated the spelling of the genus as neuter 
(Aér. odoratum) but recent authors have assumed it is feminine 
(Aér. odorata). William Stearn (1983) indicates that most Latin 
words ending in-es are feminine, however according to Julian 
Shaw (2002) Aérides is neuter so I have treated the species name 
as neuter for this article. 

Since Loureiro’s description many species have been added to 
the genus without a critical understanding of the morphology of 
the type species. Various authors added species that possessed a 
nectar spur but are now recognised as belonging to other genera. 
Some of these include Holcoglossum kimballianum (Rchb.f.) 
Garay, Papilionanthe vandarum (Rchb.f.) Garay, Seidenfadenia 
mitrata (Rchb.f.) Garay and Sedirea japonica (Linden & 
Rchb.f.) Garay & Sweet. 

Members of Aérides have short to elongate stems, leaves 
with smoothly bilobed apices and showy flowers carried in 
dense, often arched to pendulous, racemes that may be branched. 
The 3-lobed lip is spurred and is usually joined at the end of a 
prominent column-foot. In some species the lip is articulate 
Gointed like a hinge) with the column-foot, whereas the others 
have the lip joined as an inflexible extension of the column-foot. 
At the apex of the column are two grooved pollinia on a long 
stipe. 

The flowers of Aérides vary from white to rose or purple. They 
may also be white to rarely yellow with rose to purple spots and 
blotches. 

A genus of about 20 species, Aérides is distributed in 
Southeast Asia with many of the species being popular subjects 
in cultivation. Despite their horticultural appeal there are still 
quite a few that seem to be rare with many of them that I have 
never seen. Two of the species (Aér. angustianum and Aér. 
burgidgei) may be isolated naturally occurring hybrids and are 
only known from the original collection. 

Little is known about the pollination of the different species, 
however a Xylocopa bee is known to be the pollinator of Aér. 
odoratum. A strong bee, the Xylocopa forces the lip open by 
physically pushing it down away from the column to gain access 
to the nectar-filled spur. 


Classification 


Eric Christenson (1987) divided the genus into 4 sections: 

Aérides section Aérides (articulate 3-lobed lip with erect mid- 
lobe and the side-lobes enclosing the column) 

Aér. angustianum Rolfe 

Aér. burbidgei Rchb.f. ex Christenson 

Aér. emericti Rchb f. 

Aér. inflexum Teijsm. & Binn. 

Aér. lawrenciae Rchb.f. 

Aér. leeanum Rchb.f. 

Aér. odoratum Lour. 

Aér. quinquevulnerum Lindl. 

Aér. thibautianum Rchb £. 

Aér. timoranum Miq. 

Aérides section Falcatum Christenson (articulate 3-lobed lip 
with flat, spreading mid-lobe) 

Aér. crassifolium Parish ex Burb. 


Above: The specific epithet of Aér. quinquevulnerum Lindl. refers to the 5 large 
purple markings on the ends of the sepals and petals. 


Below: Aér. quinquevulnerum has small flowers that are 2-2.5 cm long and have 
a spicy scent. 


* 


Above: There are fine purple dots scattered over the flowers of Aér. quinque- Above: Aér. odoratum Lindl. is a suitable orchid for garden culture in trop- 
vulnerum. ical and subtropical areas. 


Below: The sweet-smelling blooms of Aér. odoratum are about 2.5 cm 
Below: The blooms of Aér. quinquevulnerum only often have a greenish nge. across. 


Aér. crispum Lindl. 

Aér. falcatum Lindl. 

Aére. houlletianum Rchb.f. 

Aér. maculosum Lindl. 

Aér. ringens (Lindl.) C.E.C.Fisch. 

Aérides section Fieldingia Pfitz. ex Christenson (mid-lobe 
flat and spreading but not lobed nor articulate) 

Aér. krabiense Seidenf. 

Aér. multiflorum Roxb. 

Aér. roseum Lindl. & Paxton 

Aérides section Rubescens Christenson (non-articulate 3- 
lobed lip with a reduced mid-lobe) 

Aér. rubescens (Rolfe) Schltr. 


The Species 


The table (to be included in the next issue) broadly sum- 
marises the distinguishing characteristics of the commonly cul- 
tivated species. It is arranged by flowering season commencing 
in spring. Hopefully it can be used, together with the information 
about each species and the accompanying photographs, to check 
whether your plant is correctly identified. The information on the 
individual species is arranged in alphabetical order according to 
the above-mentioned sections. 


Section Aérides 


Aér. lawrenciae Rchb.f. is sometimes spelt Aér. lawrenceae. 
Heinrich Gustav Reichenbach described it in the Gardeners’ 
Chronicle in 1883.1 guess that Reichenbach must have used the 
spelling /awrenciae in the original publication. He dedicated it to 
Lady Lawrence, wife of Sir Trevor Lawrence who was then 
President of the Royal Horticultural Society in London. 

It was first introduced to European cultivation by Messrs. 
Sander & Co. from the Philippines via their collector Carl 
Roebelen (also spelt Roebbelen and Roebelin). Aér. lawrenciae 
is found in southeast Mindanao growing on trees in light shade 
but is sometimes quite exposed. A low elevation species that is 
found at altitudes up to 500 m, it is has been observed growing 
on the same tree as Euanthe sanderiana (Rchbf.) Schltr. and 
Phalaenopsis sanderiana Rchb £. 

Aér. lawrenciae is a medium to large plant with upright stems, 
30-100 cm or more tall with leaves in two ranks. The curved, 
leathery strap-shaped leaves are 20-30 cm long and 3-5 cm broad 
and they have unequally bilobed tips. Pendulous racemes, which 
are as long as or longer than the leaves, bear 20-30 attractive 
waxy flowers that are strongly scented. Large healthy plants usu- 
ally bear several racemes from each stem. 

Its flowers are amongst the largest in the genus, being about 4 
cm across, and the colouring is variable. In the typical form they 
are white with a rich amethyst-purple apical blotch on the sepals 
and petals. The white lip has a green spur and the mid-lobe is rich 
amethyst-purple. Sometimes there may be some purple suffusion 
or spots extending from the coloured mid-lobe to the green spur. 
The flowers often exude a sugary liquid on the back of the tips 
of the sepals. They are only open for about 2 weeks and appear 
from late summer to early autumn. 

The yellow-coloured form is known as Aér. lawrenciae var. 
sanderianum (Rchb.f.) Sander ex Kraenzl. A variant with fine 
purple spots was named as Aér. lawrenciae var. punctatum 
Ames & Quisumb. and the pure white form as Aér lawrenciae 
var. fortichii Ames & Quisumb. Extremely rare, the latter is 
perhaps best treated as a colour form (Aér. lawrenciae fma. for- 
tichii) rather than a variety. In fact, I prefer to call the other vari- 
ants Aér. lawrenciae fma. sanderianum and Aér. lawrenciae fma. 
punctatum, which would be in accordance with current botanical 
classification. 

Closely allied to Aér. odoratum but distinguished by the longer 
racemes and larger flowers with a broader base to the lip spur, 
Aér. lawrenciae has richer amethyst-purple or brighter markings. 
Often flowering later, Aér. lawrenciae usually blooms in the 
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Above: The lip of Aér. odoratum may sometimes be yellow like this form from 
Sabah. 


Below: A white form of the typical Aér. odoratum, which has pendulous inflores- 
cences. 


Above: Variable in colour the flowers of Aér. odoratum are mostly produced in the summer. 


Below: Sometimes the lip of Aér. odoratum may be spotted. 


autumn, while Aér. odoratum blooms from late spring to sum- 
mer. 

The thick roots of Aér. lawrenciae prefer a wet-dry cycle. It 
will grow well in a basket or pot with a coarse medium so that 
there is humid air circulating around the roots. Most roots will 
prefer to grow on the outside of the container and hang in the air 
in search of something to attach to. Dark green leaves indicate 
low light conditions. Plants seem to grow and flower well under 
60-70% shade with plenty of humidity and water during the 
warmer months. Growers in regions that do not receive much 
sunlight may need to decrease shading so that the leaves are a 
medium green colour. In winter I would recommend a minimum 
of 12°C with overhead protection. The leaves are best kept dry 
at night during the colder months. 

Aér. leeanum Rchb.f. is perhaps better known under its later 
synonym of Aér. jarckianum Schltr. Heinrich Gustav 
Reichenbach described it in the Gardeners’ Chronicle in 1881. 
He named it in honour of Mr. Lee of Downside (near 
Leatherhead), England who had sent him material for descrip- 
tion. Aér. eeanum is endemic to Luzon in the Philippines where 
it grows at low elevations up to around 800m altitude. A distinc- 
tive characteristic of this species is that the side-lobes of the lip 
fold over and hide the opening to the spur. 

Aér. leeanum is a medium-sized plant that has upright curved 
or recurved stems 30-35 cm long. Along the stems are strap- 
shaped, leathery leaves 12-20 cm long and 2-3 cm broad, in two 
ranks. The leaves are unequally bilobed at the apex. The inflo- 
rescences are occasionally branched and are up to 40-65 cm long 
and are initially erect with the rachis horizontal, arched or pen- 
dent. The rachis is densely many-flowered, bearing up to about 
30 flowers in late winter to early spring. Benjamin Williams 
(1894) reported the blooms to be sweetly scented. 

The small flowers are 12-13 mm across and 18-19 mm long 
and they open progressively along the rachis so that there are 
about 12-15 flowers open at one time. The sepals and petals are 
rose to dark purple or white spotted with light pink. The lip is 
magenta to purple and the side-lobes are spotted with magenta, 
while the straight spur is greenish or tipped green. A rare pure 
white-flowered form (fma. album) also exists. 

Being a lowland plant, Aér. leeanum is best grown with a win- 
ter minimum of 12-15°C. Plants will tolerate lower temperatures 
for short periods if the leaves are dry at night. Spotting of the 
leaves and leaf drop may occur if temperatures remain below 
10°C for long periods. Unlike most members of the genus which 
prefer bright light, Aér. leeanum seems to grow and flower well 
in shady conditions. 

Aér. odoratum Lour. is the type species for the genus. As 
mentioned above, Joao de Loureiro described it in his Flora 
Cochinchinensis in 1790. He gave it the specific epithet from the 
Latin odoratus (perfumed, fragrant) for its sweet-spicy aroma. It 
is extensively distributed from the tropical Himalayas of India 
(Sikkim) and Nepal, the Khasia Hills south to Tenasserim, 
throughout Southeast Asia, southern China, Indonesia and 
Borneo and is occasionally reported in the Philippines. 

It is a large scrambling plant with stems up to | m or more in 
length, but usually 10-30 cm. Large plants of Aér. odoratum are 
often branched toward the base and the stems droop with age as 
they lengthen. Leathery, fleshy, oblong-ligulate leaves are borne 
along the stems in two ranks. The pale green leaves are roundly 
lobed at the apex and are 15-30 cm long and 2-5 cm broad. 
Several arched to pendulous inflorescences that are 25-35 cm 
long are produced from the leaf axils of each stem in the sum- 
mer. They are densely flowered with 20-30 (sometimes up to 40) 
sweet-smelling blooms that are 1.5-2.5 cm across. Peter O’ Byrne 
(2001) makes the comment that not everyone finds the lemon- 
honey scent attractive. The back of the sepals often exudes 
sticky, sweet nectar that is highly attractive to ants. 

The flowers are variable in colour from light peach, cream, 
white, near white or pink. Sometimes the sepals and petals are 
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Above: Upright racemes are typical of the form of Aér. odoratum found in north- 
ern Thailand. 


Below: This example of Aer. odoratum was photographed in the Cameron 
Highlands, Malaysia. 


Above: The spur of the Above: Aér. leeanum is perhaps better known under its later sy 
be shorter. Aér. jarckianum Schltr. 


Below: Aér. leeanum has the side-lobes of the lip fold over to hide the 
Below: An unusual greenish albi ilippi opening to the spur. 


The inflorescences of Aér. leeanum Rchb.f. are initially erect with an arched, horizontal or pendent rachis. 


purple-spotted or purple-tipped, and the spur is green to yellow 
at the apex. Its lip has a hook-like spur and may be white, pink 
or sometimes golden-yellow. Under ideal conditions the scented 
blooms will last for about 3-4 weeks. 

Two white forms of Aér. odoratum are known. One is a white 
form of the typical Aér. odoratum, which has pendulous racemes. 
The other is a tetraploid race that is found in northern Thailand 
and has upright inflorescences. Despite its colour variations few 
named forms have been published. In the past many names have 
been published for different cultivars or forms, which seem to 
nowadays be treated as synonyms of Aér. odoratum. Some of 
these include: Aér. ballantineanum Rchb f., Aér. suavissimum 
Lindl. and Aér. virens Lindl. I still often see plants labelled with 
the latter name. 

Distributed over a wide range of altitudes between 300- 
2,000m elevation, Aér. odoratum seems to be easy to grow and 
flower in cultivation under a range of conditions. An epiphytic 
plant found usually high in the branches of trees where the light 
is bright, it often grows in full sunlight. In tropical and subtrop- 
ical areas it is a suitable orchid for garden culture. Attach it 
firmly to a tree that does not shed its bark and ensure that it gets 
watered during the warmer months. It will eventually grow hap- 
pily into a specimen plant. Benjamin Williams (1894) reported 
large specimens that produced 50-60 racemes each year. 

Aér. quinquevulnerum Lindl. was described by John Lindley 
in Sertum Orchidaceum in 1830. Lindley gave it the specific epi- 
thet from the Latin quinque (five) and vulnerus (wounds) for the 
large purple markings on the ends of the sepals and petals. It was 
considered to be endemic to the Philippines until its recent dis- 
covery in the Madang region of Papua New Guinea. The occur- 
rence of this species so far from its original distribution suggests 
to me that it may be the result of an introduction and subsequent 
naturalisation. Its distribution in the Philippines ranges from 
Luzon and Mindoro to Negros where it is found in bright habi- 
tats between 300-2,000m altitude. 

Aér. quinquevulnerum is a medium- to large-sized plant with 
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stems on old plants that are up to 1.5 m long and often multi- 
branched. The two-ranked glossy light green leaves are 25-30 cm 
long and 2.5-4 cm broad and are unequally bilobed at the apex. 
Several pendulous racemes are produced from each stem from 
late summer to early autumn and they are up to 45 cm long, usu- 
ally longer than the leaves. They bear many flowers that are 2- 
2.5 cm long and have a spicy scent. 

Another variable species, the sepals and petals of Aér. quin- 
quevulnerum are usually white with a bright amethyst-purple 
apical blotch. In addition there are fine purple dots scattered over 
these segments, which often have a greenish cast. Its lip is deep 
amethyst-purple with side-lobes that are white to pink, faintly 
dotted with purple, and the hook-like spur has a green tip. The 
blooms last for 2 or sometimes 3 weeks. 

Aér. quinquevulnerum var. farmeri (Boxall) Stein is the pure 
white form; Aér. quinquevulnerum var. flavum Valmayor & 
D.Tiu has a yellow base colour with purple spotting and mark- 
ings while Aér. quinquevulnerum var. purpuratum Rchb.f. has 
its white segments suffused nearly solid purple due to the merg- 
ing of the purple spots and apical markings. My preference is to 
refer to these colour variations as forms (fma.) and label them 
respectively as Aér. quinquevulnerum fma. farmeri, Aér. quin- 
quevulnerum fma. flavum and Aér. quinquevulnerum fma. pur- 
puratum. 

Characteristics distinguishing Aér. quinquevulnerum from the 
closely related Aér. odoratum include the leaves, which are 
basally compressed so that they seem to be almost petiolate 
(stalked), the longer (9 mm) floral bracts and the smaller, usually 
finely purple-spotted flowers. In addition, the mid-lobe of Aér. 
quinquevulnerum is always evenly dentate (toothed). 

(This article will be continued in the next issue of the 
AOR.) | 

Gary Yong Gee 

PO Box 57, Cannon Hill Qld 4170 
Email: nepean@powerup.com.au 
www.powerup.com.au/~nepean 
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by André Schuiteman and Ed de Vogel 


(Editors Note: I thank André and Ed 
for emailing me their recent article, 
“Two new species of Dendrobium from 
Sulawesi and New Guinea” that was 
published late last year (2001) in Journal 
fiir den Orchideenfreund (8)4:303-312. 
This is the journal 
in which they 
described the out- 
standing Dendro- 


bium chryso- 
pterum, which had 
previously been 
incorrectly inter- 
preted as D. obtu- 
sisepalum. In 
Australia,  seed- 


lings are sold by 
nurseries includ- 
ing P & R 
Orchids. Here is a 
summary of the 
discussion on 
D.. chrysopterum. 
DPB.) 


Dendrobium 
chrysopterum 
Schuit. & 
Vogel. 

Holotype: 
SCHUITEMAN, 
MULDER & VOGEL 
58, Papua New 
Guinea, Lake 
Kutubu, 11 
September 1990; 
Nationaal — Herb- 
arium Nederland, 
Leiden (L). 

Description: 
Rhizome very 
short; roots 1-2 
mm thick, branch- 
ing, glabrous. 
Stems crowded, 
erect to subpendu- 
lous, unbranched, 
terete, becoming 
narrower towards 
the base and apex, flexuose in upper part, 
20-50 cm by 3-7 mm, rather densely 
many-leaved in upper part. Leaf sheaths 
tubular, 2-2.5 cm by 3-7 mm, densely 
minutely warty. Leaves subpatent, short- 
lived, rather thin-textured but stiff, 
keeled below, narrowly ovate, 6-6.5 by 
1.8-2.3 cm, margins entire, apex acute, 


de 


minutely apiculate. Inflorescences aris- 
ing laterally, usually from leafless stems, 
densely 1-5-flowered, very short, sub- 
sessile; rachis c. 0.5 cm long. Floral 
bracts concave, ovate, 0.4 by 0.25 cm, 
minutely warty outside, apex acute- 


Dendrobium chrysopterum, front view of flowers (Plant & photo: D.P. Banks) 


acuminate. Pedicel and ovary 2.2-3.5 cm 
long, narrowly clavate, terete, glabrous, 
curved at the base. Flowers not 
resupinated, c. 3.5 cm long (smaller 
when newly opened); widely opening, 
pendulous. Dorsal sepal ovate-elliptic, 
1.25 cm by 6 mm, glabrous, apex suba- 
cute, minutely cucullate. Lateral sepals 
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patent, obliquely triangular, 1.33 cm by 
22 mm, apex subacute, minutely cucul- 
late; mentum narrowly conical, 2.2 cm 
long, obtuse, apical 4 mm tubular. Petals 
narrowly obovate-oblong, 1 cm by 3.8 
mm, margins smooth, apex broadly 
obtuse, minutely 
cucullate. Lip 
strongly concave, 
spathulate when 
flattened, 2.5 by 
0.63 cm, when flat- 
tened 1.4 cm wide, 
with the basal 1.3 
cm adnate to the 
column-foot, glab- 
rous, without cal- 
lus, apex cucullate, 
inflexed, 5-pleated, 
margins minutely 
serrate-laciniate, 
truncate. Column 
abruptly widened 
above the base, 
0.45 cm long, cli- 
nandrium 3-lobu- 
late, the lateral lob- 
ules triangular with 
a small uncinate 
apical tooth, the 
median lobule 
longer, narrow, 
tooth-like; column- 
foot narrowly lin- 
ear, 2.2 cm long, at 
c. 4 mm below the 
apex with a bilobed 
appendage. Anther 


quadrangular, 2.4 
mm long, dorsally 
slightly emar- 
ginate, in front 
truncate and 
minutely —_ pubes- 
cent, otherwise 
glabrous. Pollinia 


1.5 mm long. Fruit 
not seen. 
Colours: Dorsal 
sepal and petals 
bright yellow. Lateral sepals bright 
orange, dorsiscopic margin bright yel- 
low. Lip bright orange. Column pale 
orange. Anther greenish grey, pollinia 
grey. Ovary orange. 

Habitat: Epiphyte on tree trunks in 
disturbed submontane forest with 
Lithocarpus, mostly growing in rather 
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shaded places. Altitude 800 m. 

Distribution: Papua New Guinea 
(Lake Kutubu), endemic. 

Notes: This flamboyant and florifer- 
ous species of section Calyptrochilus is 
already common in cultivation, usually 
wrongly identified as D. obtusisepalum 
J.J.Sm., under which name it has 
been illustrated in recent years in 
several books and 
journals. 

heseareal ma): 
obtusisepalum is a 
different, orange- 
flowered high-alti- 
tude species, 
which we consider 
to be a synonym of 
J.J.Sm. Most of the 
species of section 
Calyptrochilus 
differ more in veg- 
etative characters 
than in floral 
details, the flowers 
being often very 
much alike even in 
species with a very 
different habit. 
Dendrobium wen- 
tianum is easily 
distinguished from 
our new species by 
the elongated rhi- 
zomes, branching, 
pendulous stems, 
and especially by 
the short broad 
leaves that are 
reflexed. The 
flowers, on the 
other hand, are 
quite similar in 
size and shape. D. 
wentianum, how- 
ever, has broadly 
rounded _ sepals, 
the lateral sepals 
do not open flat 
like D. 
chrysopterum, the 
petals are not 
cucullate at the 
apex, the column- 
foot lacks the 
bilobed appendage 
near the apex, and the flowers are uni- 
formly orange or orange-red, not 
bicoloured. 

Another species, which we consider to 
be even more nearly allied to D. 
chrysopterum, is D. subclausum Rolfe. 
This is a very common and highly vari- 
able species throughout the mountains of 
New Guinea, although it was originally 
described from the Moluccas, where to 
our knowledge it has not been collected 


again. The common type of D. sub- 
clausum is a plant with branching stems, 
narrow, often almost grass-like leaves, 
bell-shaped flowers (because the lateral 
sepals are not spreading) that are about 2 
cm long and often orange-and-yellow 
(like D. chrysopterum), petals with dis- 
tinctly papillose margins, and finally a 
column-foot which lacks an appendage. 


Dendrobium chrysopterum, back view of flowers (Plant & photo: D.P. Banks) 


However, in 1986 Jeffrey Wood from 
Kew described D. subclausum var. spe- 
ciosum J.J. Wood which differs from typ- 
ical D. subclausum in having much 
larger flowers, c. 3.5 cm long, with 
spreading lateral sepals. We have been 
able to examine an isotype specimen of 
this variety (REEVE 548, L!), and found 
that there are hardly any differences with 
the flowers of D. chrysopterum, even the 
bilobed appendage on the column-foot is 
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present. The only floral differences 
worth noting are that in D. subclausum 
var. speciosum the petals have papillose 
margins without a cucullate apex. The 
plants of the two taxa look very different, 
though. Dendrobium subclausum var. 
speciosum has narrowly lanceolate 
leaves, about 10 by 1 cm, while the stems 
are very slender and branching. It is not 
easy to decide the 
status of D. 
chrysopterum rela- 
tive to D.  sub- 
clausum vat. spe- 
ciosum. While our 
new species clearly 
falls well outside 
the normal range of 
variation displayed 
by D. subclausum, 
it could be argued 
that D. subclausum 
var. speciosum and 
D. — chrysopterum 
are forms (perhaps 
subspecies) of the 
same species, 
which is distinct 
from D. — sub- 
clausum. But even 
so, that species 
should still be 
called D. chryso- 
pterum. The epithet 


chrysopterum, 
“with golden 
wings’, refers to the 
wing-like spread- 
ing  orange-and- 
yellow lateral 
sepals. 

Fortunately, this 
cheerful species 
has proved 


amenable to culti- 
vation (unlike D. 
wentianum, for 
example). It can be 
grown under inter- 
mediate to moder- 
ately warm condi- 
tions in light shade. 
Plants of  D. 
chrysopterum 
should not be 
allowed to dry out 
for longer periods, as they originate from 
a region with very high rainfall through- 
out the year (about 4700 mm). The 
scentless flowers last several weeks. 
Like most species of — section 
Calyptrochilus D. chrysopterum is prob- 
ably pollinated by birds. 
André Schuiteman and Ed de Vogel 
Nationaal Herbarium Nederland 
P.O. Box 9514, 2300 RA Leiden, The 
Netherlands 


A group of flowering Stenoglottis longifolia plants 


Growing Stenoglottis 


he genus Stenoglottis is endemic to 
[ south and central Africa, where four 
or five species are found. The most 
common and easiest to grow is Stenoglottis 
longifolia but I also grow S. woodii, S. 
zambesiaca and S. fimbriata, and have 
recently acquired a primary hybrid, S. 
Venus (S. longifolia x S. fimbriata). 
Stenoglottis longifolia, like all the other 
species, is terrestrial in character, and 


Species 


Text and photos by Brian Milligan 


suited to cultivation in any well-drained 
terrestrial mix. ve also used a general- 
purpose potting mix containing about 30% 
coarse sand, and have found that it grows 
equally well in a mix of fine pine bark and 
Sphagnum moss. Stenoglottis species have 
fleshy tuberous roots, which gradually 
wither as their nutrients are consumed by 
the plant. New daughter plants then grow 
a fresh set of roots. When flowering has 
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finished the leaves gradually die and the 
plant enters a dormant period that lasts a 
month or two before new growth begins 
again. A shade house with a solid roof pro- 
vides best results, as it permits water to be 
withheld during the winter period of dor- 
mancy. S. longifolia usually flowers in 
autumn, enters dormancy in winter and 
then resumes growth in spring. Its leaves 
reach a length of up to 250 mm before the 


A single inflorescence of Stenoglottis woodii Single inflorescence of Stenoglottis zambesiaca 
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flowering stem begins to develop in late 
summer. The inflorescence may reach a 
height of 600 mm or more before the flow- 
ers begin to open progressively from the 
base of the inflorescence. A large plant can 
carry fifty or more small pink flowers. 
However, they open sequentially, so that 
seldom more than twenty are open at any 
one time. The plants may remain in flower 
for up to three months. 

Stenoglottis woodii is another of my 
favourites, as it flowers in summer, during 
a period when orchid flowers are in short 
supply. Its plant and inflorescence are 
smaller than those of S. longifolia but its 
dainty white (sometimes soft pink) flowers 
are delightful, especially when its plants 
are allowed to develop into a specimen. It 
may also be grown in a shade-house, but 
does slightly better in a heated glasshouse, 
where its new growths begin to appear as 
early as July. 

I find S. fimbriata much more difficult 


to grow than the above two species, and 
have never been able to persuade my plant 
to flower, even though David Banks in 
Sydney regularly blooms his plant. It can 
easily be differentiated from its cousins by 
the scattered purplish-brown spots on the 
lower surface of its leaves. S. zambesiaca 
is a miniature species (at least in my expe- 
rience), carrying up to 15 small, widely 
spaced, white flowers. According to Alex 
Hawkes’ Encyclopedia of Cultivated 
Orchids (1965) it is an extremely rare 
species from what was then called 
Nyasaland. I grow my plant in a 
glasshouse at a minimum temperature of 
12°C, and until it multiplies I am reluctant 
to test whether it will survive outdoor con- 
ditions. 


Brian Milligan 

35 Tannock Street 

North Balwyn Vic 3104 

Email: brianmilligan @iprimus.com.au 


Close-up of Stenoglottis fimbriata (photo: David Titmuss) 
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Flowering plant of Stenoglottis fimbriata (plant & 
photo: D.P. Banks) 


ORCHIDS OF INTEREST - THE 25TH IN A SERIES BY BILL LAVARACK 


Dendrobium eximium Schltr. 


Synonyms: Dendrobium bellum 
J.J.Sm., Dendrobium wollastonii Ridley 


Ree Schlechter was so impressed by 
the new species he had found in the 
Torricelli Mountains in (then) German 
New Guinea in 1902, that he named it 
Dendrobium eximium, meaning “excep- 
tional” or “outstanding”. Despite this it 
remains a poorly known species among 
growers, but one suspects that this will 
change in the future. It has large spectacu- 
lar flowers on a relatively compact plant 
and is not too difficult to grow in a range 
of climates in eastern Australia. When my 
plant flowered a year or so ago, I searched 
in my books and journals to verify its iden- 
tity, but the only illustrations I could find 
were those of Tom Reeves in his interest- 
ing article in The Orchadian of March 
1984 and J.J. Smith’s illustration in Nova 
Guinea (see references below). 

My plant was purchased as a seedling a 
few years ago and has since grown into a 
compact plant which produced five inflo- 
rescences last year. It grows in a mesh pot 
in a bark mix in a shade house in a seaside 
Townsville suburb and has proved easy to 
grow, although the extreme (even for 
Townsville) heat of last summer did set it 
back a little. It is watered throughout the 
year, perhaps a little less frequently in win- 
ter, and is given semi shade with good air 
movement. Townsville only rarely experi- 
ences low humidity and the minimum tem- 
perature in the shade house drops below 
10°C perhaps four or five times each win- 
ter, but these low temperatures last only an 
hour or two and are usually followed by 
warm days. If grown in Brisbane or 
Sydney it would need protection from the 
cold westerlies and would need to be pro- 
vided with warm humid conditions in win- 


ter, probably in a glasshouse south of 
about Coffs Harbour. 

It is a rainforest epiphyte from low to 
moderate altitudes in both Papua New 
Guinea where it occurs in the Torricelli 
Mountains, and in Irian Jaya. It has been 
reported from altitudes of 400-1300m. 
This altitude range explains its adaptabil- 
ity to cultivation in different climates. It is 
quite abundant in certain areas in the 
Torricelli Mountains. Rudolf Schlechter 
first discovered it near Aitape in 1902 and 


collected it again in 1909. It was also col- 
lected on two occasions in West Irian (then 
Dutch New Guinea) by Lorentz and van 
Nouhuys and described by J.J. Smith as 
Dendrobium bellum in 1910. Smith subse- 
quently realised that his plant was the 
same as Schlechter’s D. eximium. In 1913 
a live plant, not in flower, was collected in 
West Irian by the British Wollaston expe- 
dition. This plant flowered later in 
England and was described by H.N. 
Ridley as Dendrobium wollastonii, now 
also recognised as asynonym. The species 
was not seen (or at least not recorded) 
again until it was rediscovered by Tom 
Reeve on the Torricelli Divide in 1981. 

It is an interesting plant with club- 
shaped pseudobulbs that are extremely 
slender at the base and 5-50cm long. The 
longest pseudobulbs on my plant are 25cm 
long. There are two leaves 7-18cm long 
and 3-7cm across. The flowers are borne in 
a short terminal inflorescence with two to 
seven flowers. The flowers are spectacu- 
lar, being up to 11cm across (although 
mine were more like 8cm across) with 
very hairy backs to the sepals and on the 
ovary. The petals are particularly large, up 
to 4.5cm long and 3cm wide. The flowers 
last for three months or more. My plant 
came into flower in winter with two inflo- 
rescences and produced three more in late 
autumn. It is most closely related to D. 


forbesii but has much broader petals. It 


undoubtedly has a significant future in 
hybridising. Plant grown and _ pho- 
tographed by the author. 
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by Brian Milligan 


Maxillaria sanderiana ‘Tahlee’ AM/OSCOV, Victorian Orchid of the Year for 2001, grown and 
photographed by Dieter Weise. It carried a total of 25 flowers, each averaging 125 mm across. 


Maxillaria sanderiana ‘Tahlee’ AM/OSCOV, close-up of individual bloom. 
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Victorian Orchids Of 
The Year 2001 


he Victorian Orchid of the Year com- 
petition was introduced by the Orchid 
Societies Council of Victoria Inc. 
(OSCOV) in 1992. Photographs of all 
orchids that have received OSCOV awards 
in the current competition year are consid- 
ered, together with any others submitted 
by Victorian growers. Interstate exhibitors 
may also enter but only if their orchid(s) 
had been shown at an OSCOV-judged 
show during the competition year. Success 
relies not only on growing an orchid of 
award quality but also on taking pho- 
tographs of an equally high standard. The 
OSCOV Judging Panel meets each 
February, first to select the winners in var- 
ious selected categories, and then to decide 
the overall best - the Victorian Orchid of 
the Year. 

The Victorian Orchid of the Year for 
2001 was won by Dieter Weise with a 
magnificent specimen of Maxillaria 
sanderiana “Tahlee’ AM/OSCOV. Dieter 
was presented with an OSCOV Gold 
Medal and (for one year) the Perpetual 
Trophy of an original Syd Monkhouse 
painting of Rossioglossum grande at the 


Sarcochilus hartmannii ‘Anurat’ CC/OSCOV, grown and photographed 
by Lloyd Perryman. It carried 98 inflorescences! Photo by L. Perryman. 


presentation dinner held in conjunction egory. 


with the OSCOV show at Collectors’ The Victorian Award of Distinction of 
Corner in August. Dieter’s orchid also the Year was awarded to Lloyd Perryman 
won the Victorian Species of the Yearcat- for a truly impressive specimen of 


Paphiopedilum Raisin Candy ‘Castle Creek’ HCC/OSCOV, grown by Andrew Francis and John 
Martin of Castle Creek Orchids. Its parentage is P. (Raisin Pie x Raisin Jack). Photo by J. Martin. 


Connie: 
Proprietors lan & Michele Lonne 


Compact Dendrobium Antelope Hybrids 


We'll send you, good plants 
12 different 3” pot size plants, our choice 
of D. canaliculatum and carronii hybrids 
some near to their first flowering. 


12 Plants, for only $110.00 


sent Express Post Free 


Phone: (07) 4054 1746 Fax: (07) 4033 1746 


PO. Box 404E, Earlville, 4870, AUSTRALIA 
Nursery at 15 Hoad Street, Cairns 


AOR180 


email address: 
orchids@lonnes.com.au 


Sarcochilus Roy Gill ‘Spotty’ AD/OSCOV is a hybrid between Sarco. 
Melba and Sarco. Heidi. It was grown and photographed by R. Wootton. 


Sarcochilus hartmannii ‘Anurat? CC/ 
OSCOV. Lloyd was presented with a silver 
medal and the Gunter Haar memorial 
trophy; a large framed photographic print 
of the winning orchid, at the presentation 
dinner. 

Victorian Australian Native Orchid of 
the Year was Sarcochilus George Colthup 
‘Ethereal’ HCC/OSCOV, grown by Brian 
and Lorraine Milligan. Andrew Francis 
and John Martin of Castle Creek Orchids 
won Victorian Cattleya of the Year with 
SIc. Dal’s Marvel ‘Castle Creek’ 
HCC/OSCOV, and Victorian 
Paphiopedilum Hybrid of the Year with 
Paphiopedilum Raisin Candy “Castle 
Creek’ HCC/OSCOV (this orchid was also 
Victorian Seedling of the Year). Victorian 
Paphiopedilum Species of the Year, grown 
by Norman Williams, was Paphiopedilum 
insigne ‘Norman’ HCC/OSCOY. The 
Victorian Cymbidium of the Year was 
Cymbidium One Tree Hill “Beenak’ 
HCC/OSCOV, grown by Terry Poulton. 

Clive and Agi Halls of Mt. Beenak 
Orchids won Victorian Odontoglossum of 
the Year with Maclellanara Pagan Harry 
‘Beenak’ AM/OSCOVY. The Victorian 
Award of Distinction of the Year went to 
Sarcochilus Roy Gill ‘Spotty’ 
AD/OSCOY, grown by R. Wootton, and 
Victorian Masdevallia of the Year was 
won by Ted and Margaret Elgood with 
Masdevallia coccinea alba ‘Goodwood’ 
HCC/OSCOY. Any Other Hybrid of the 
Year was Dendrobium Memoria 
Christobel’s Glory “Garfield” 
HCC/OSCOV, grown by Kantu Rama. 
Finally Andy and Jan Leamon won the 
Victorian Award of Quality of the Year 
with five impressive seedlings of 
Cymbidium Ruby Valley. | 

Brian Milligan 

Email: brianmilligan @iprimus.com.au 
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Sarcochilus George Colthup 


‘Ethereal’ 
HCC/OSCOV. It received its award on the same 
day that the racehorse Ethereal won the 
Melbourne Cup! The longest inflorescence car- 
ried 19 flowers, each 32 mm across. Photo by B. 
Milligan. 


Maclellanara 
AM/OSCOV, grown by Clive and Agi Halls of Mt. 
Beenak Orchids. The awarded hybrid (Mclna. 
Pagan Love Song X Odm. Yellow Harry) was 
made by Clive eleven years previously and was 
flowering for the first time when awarded! Photo 
by C. Halls. 


Pagan Harry ‘Beenak’ 


ig, brash and boisterous - that’s one way 

of describing John Welsh, 57, who was 
awarded life membership of Stawell Orchid 
Society at its February 2002 meeting, in 
recognition of his contribution to Stawell 
Orchid Society. 

Behind all the irrepressible good humor 
and larrikinism is a personality addicted to 
orchid growing and to enhancing the fel- 
lowship it generates. Curiously, this solid 
chunk of a man who with Ron Coppin and 
Max Kennedy founded the strong Stawell 
society in 1991, likened orchids to ‘weeds’ 
a mere 15 years ago. John’s father Ted, a 
keen hobby grower of orchids at Stawell, 
failed miserably to inspire a modicum of 
interest in his spirited son whose vision 
seemed clouded by the gunsmoke of clay- 
bird shooting. The circumstances of John’s 
sudden transition to a love and appreciation 
of orchids were sudden and every bit in 
keeping with his shoot-from-the-hip person- 
ality. 

About 1986 after his father’s death, John 
became a reluctant custodian of the ‘weeds’ 
as he called them still remaining in the fam- 
ily orchid collection, about 35 Cymbidiums, 
some Zygopetalums and one big 
Dendrobium speciosum, all fated to degen- 
erate into various stages of neglect. 

Approached by Stawell Lions’ Club 
about supporting the club’s orchid show for 
charity, John agreed without enthusiasm to 
enter a few bedraggled specimens from the 
Welsh benches. 

He recalls: “Gees, they were a scraggy 
lot. As I was carrying them into the show 
this cheeky bloke at the door asked me why 
I was entering ‘those weeds’. 

“Tt fired me up, I can tell you’”’.“Of course 
my orchids didn’t win a ticket. As I was 
leaving, that same bloke said he’d told me 
‘those weeds’ were no good and IJ thought 
I'd bloody well show him! “And that’s how 
it started.” 

John joined Ararat Orchid Society and 
with Ron Coppin and Max Kennedy laid the 
foundations for the Stawell society, which 
currently has 90 members and continues to 
grow. With advice from Roy Lee, then of 
Melbourne, John cleaned up his orchids and 
set about improving his collection and 
knowledge. 

“Anyway, the Lions’ show came around 
again and I won reserve champion with the 
old Dendrobium speciosum from my dad’s 
collection That same bloke was there, the 
one who criticised the ‘weeds’. Naturally I 
had a few words with him about the win. He 
took it in good humor. That’s orchid grow- 
ing.” Every year since then John and wife 
Barbara have won either grand champion or 
reserve champion at a show somewhere in 
Victoria. Banks of ribbons in their sunny liv- 
ing room testify to their success as orchid 
people. ‘ 

John, whose focus. nowadays is on 
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John and Barbara Welsh are pictured with 
their awards at Stawell Orchid Society’s 
annual meeting in February 2002. 


Cymbidiums, Paphiopedilums and 
Lycastes, has been president or vice-presi- 
dent of the Stawell society since the founda- 
tion meeting in 1991, attended by 38. The 
society returned him for his seventh term as 
president at the annual meeting in February. 
Society patron Deane Johnston presented 
John with the club’s first life membership 
and Barbara with a certificate of apprecia- 
tion and large white Phalaenopsis for her 
unstinting support. John says that apart from 
the satisfaction of growing good genera, he 
appreciates the ‘fantastic’ fellowship gener- 
ated from the common bond that links 
orchid growers. 

And what has been John’s most memo- 
rable orchid? “Actually, there are two,” he 


says. 
“One is Cymbidium Jubilation 
‘Geronimo’, from Bob Hodgins’ of 


Melbourne, which won reserve champion 
and grand champion at Stawell, two grand 
champion awards at Ararat and reserve 
champion at the Town and Country Orchid 
Show in Melbourne. The other is Lycaste 
Shoalhaven ‘Barbara’ which had a surpris- 
ingly simple beginning. Walking around a 
show in Melbourne I saw seedlings on a 
sales bench and bought this one for $5 after 
asking the bloke whether they’d grow at 
Stawell. “Two years later it flowered. We 
scored a VOC/HCC and AOC/HCC with it 
and won grand champion at the Stawell 
society’s second show in 1993.” 

John looks back with gratitude and pride 
on the Stawell society’s growth in its first 10 
formative years. He is especially proud of 
the Country Orchid Clubs’ Challenge that 
drew entries from Mildura, Bendigo, 
Warrnambool, Stawell, Horsham, Kerang, 
Ararat, Ballarat and Cobden clubs for the 
inaugural challenge at Stawell last year. 
John’s idea in initiating the show was to 
unite country clubs to further enhance the 
fellowship in orchid growing. 

Maurice Lawson, 
Horsham and District Orchid Society. 
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e Strong * Economical 


\ ay Parade, Thorneside, Brisbane Qld 4158 
Ph 07 3207 2793 Fax 07 3822 2307 


PO Box 583 
Bulimba 4171 


Settee! Deiat. Drayton, Toowoomba 
N picestae au anssoso3e0172 Phone 04 1219 2362 
eMail: barry@florafest.com.au — scnotossoa06 Fax 07 4630 1102 


More Florafest’s Special Offers 


Aussie Dens ... Offer AD80; ... (Catalogue value $9 to $11 each Now discounted to $3.50 each) 

An assorted collection of 20 Quality Aussie Flowering Size Dendroblums (all named & labelled) in 
80mm Pots $70 plus $15 freight & packing 

Aussie Sarcos ... Offer AS80; ... (Catalogue value $10 to $12 each Now discounted to $4 each) 

An assorted collection of 20 Quality Aussie Flowering Size Sarcochilus (all named & labelled) in 80mm 
Pots $80 plus $15 freight & packing 

Cymbids ... Offer CY 100: ...(Catalogue value $12 to $15 each Now discounted to $6 each) 

An assorted collection of 15 Quality near flowering size Cymbidiums (all named & labeled) 

ex 120mm Pots $90 plus $15 freight & packing 

Paphs ... Offer PA8®: ... (Catalogue value $11 to $15 each Now discounted to $7 each) 

An assorted collection of 15 Quality flowering size to near flowering size Paphiopedilums 

{all named & labelled} in BOmm Pots $105 plus $15 freight & packing 

Zygos ... Offer ZY80: ... (Catalogue value $9 to $13 each Now discounted to $6 each) 

An assorted collection of 10 Quality Zygopetalum & 5 Promineas 

(all named & Jabeled) in 80mm Pots $90 plus $15 freight & packing 

Zygos ... Offer ZYFS: ... (Catalogue value $16 to $24 each Now discounted to $9 each) 

An assorted collection of 7 Flowering Size Quality Zygopetalum & 3 Specimen Flowering Size Promineas 
{all named & labelled) ex 140mm Pots $90 plus $15 freight & packing 


Other Special Offers are available view our website or phone us today 
Summer Catalogue is Now Available 


BOOK PREVIEW 


Orchids of Australia - Volume 1 
by John J. Riley and David P. Banks 


This work is the first volume in a planned 
series of books, to be published by 
University of New South Wales Press 
(www.unswpress.com.au) that will show- 
case the diversity and beauty of Australia’s 
unique orchid flora, and also the rare talent 
of acclaimed illustrator John J. Riley. One 
hundred and fifty species are covered in 
this volume, including both terrestrial and 
epiphytic orchids from all parts of 
Australia. It will include many of the well- 
known and widespread species as well as 
many that are extremely rare, some of 
which have only been recently discovered 
and described. John J. Riley and David P. 
Banks have written the text. 

For every species, there is a page of text, 
with the colour illustration opposite. The 
orchid genera have been arranged alpha- 
betically. These genera, where appropri- 
ate, have been separated into informal 
groupings, with the species then appearing 
in chronological order, starting with the 
first named. Therefore closely related taxa 
will be grouped together, for easier com- 
parison. 

This work will become a benchmark in 
Australian botanical and artistic circles, 
combining the most up-to-date nomenclat- 
ural treatment of our indigenous orchids 
with superb, highly detailed, full colour 
botanical illustrations. Apart from the 
standard edition, there will also be a col- 
lector’s edition, presented in a slipcase and 
limited to 400-signed copies, with an extra 
plate included. Orchids of Australia - 
Volume 1 will be released in late October 
2002. 


David P. Banks and John J. a at the Blue 
Mountains, April 2002 
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4 Ba fair which was organised by 
four Sydney societies ANOS 
Warringah, Ku-Ring-Gai, Manly- 
Warringah and North Shore was held at 
the St Ives Showground on the 16th, 
17th & 18th August. Each year this 
since its conception 3 years ago the Fair 
has grown and has now developed into 
an important date in Sydney’s orchid 
calendar. 

In the display hall there were 8 large 
displays, numerous tabletop displays as 
well as floral art and craft. The quality 
of the orchids in the societies’ displays 
was obvious by the granting of 8 Highly 
Commended Certificates and 3 Award 
of Merits in a special judging that took 
place after the normal judging. 

The Grand Champion of the Fair was 
Phalaenopsis White Horizon owned by 
Bob Zeller and the Reserve Champion 
was Masdevallia macrura owned by 


St Ives Orchid Fair 2002 


" = 
Grand Champion of Fair Phalaenopsis White Horizon 


June & Bert Page. This year we also 
added a new concept to the Fair with the 
addition of orchid art, photography and 
needlework, 3 new classes that were 
very well received. 

In the sellers hall the selection of 
venders was chosen to give a good cross 
section of genera so that there is always 
something new and interesting to see 
and buy. This year there were two new 
nurseries giving growers a wider selec- 
tion of exotic species and vandaceous 
plants. 

The St Ives Orchid fair is showing a 
different direction that orchid societies 
can go in and that by working together, 
orchid societies and orchid nurseries 
can help promote the growing of 
orchids to the benefit of everyone. 


Leslie Bromley 
Forestville, NSW 


SPECIES ORCHIDS 


World Wide shipment; Flasks, Seedlings, Flowering size. 
Over 700 species. Write NOW, enclose a stamp for free lists. 
D.I.Y. Sterile tubes of protocorm for reflask. D.I.Y. 


Burleigh Park Orchid Nursery 


54 Hammond Way, Thuringowa, 4815. 
Phone/Fax 0747 740 008 Mail Order Specialist 
Get your lists sent by email: ian@speciesorchids.com 
Propagators of the Rare, the Beautiful and the Unusual 
Orchid Species of the World. 
Web page: www.speciesorchids.com 
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Email dkorchids@smartchat.com.au 
[Rew se nsndbensatdiecs ann ee ie iwacs |S mtiernetie Sabbee 8 | 


inonee Orchids 


Email: clement@tpg.com.au 


AUSTMOSS 
SPHAGNUM MOSS 


Regenerated Tasmania sphagnum 
moss. Supplying the requirements of 
individual growers, clubs and 


Societies with high quality sphagnum 
moss. Wet fresh harvested moss now 


available. 

Packs from 6 litres to 700 litres. 
Contact: 

Austmoss 81 Rowbottoms Road, 
GRANTON TAS. 7030. 

Phone: 03 6263 7753 or 0411 30 7753 
or Fax 03 6263 7987. 


email: austmoss @southcom.com.au 


Flasking 
service 

available 
for most 
genera... 


OQ) 


DAVID 
KEANELLY 
ORCHIDS 


22 Emmett Street 
Golden Square 
Victoria 3555 


Phone (03) 5442 4806 
Mobile 0411 352 036 


Tinonee Orchids 


WILL BE AT 


%* Woolgoolga 
Orchid Workshop 
5-6 October 


%* Hills District Orchids 
Open Day 
20 October 


%*€ Tweed Orchid Fair 
2-3 November 


* Maribyrnong 
Sarco Festival 
9-10 November 


OUR NEW SPRING LIST 
IS AVAILABLE 
FREE ON REQUEST 


768 Tinonee Road, 
Tinonee NSW 2430 
Phone/Fax (02) 6553 1012 
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Telephone / Facsimile: (07) 4684 1197 


Jol 


quarterly by Australia post. 


2429 Eukey Fd. Ballandean, Q, 


Since 1986 


Po Box 489, Stanthorpe, @, 4330 


-RS CLUB 


w oin now for just $15.00 per annum. No obligation! Your a 

gives you a host of benefits and huge savings on retail prices! For becoming a 

member, you will receive (1) one free orchid (valued at $14.30, availability list, fact 
sheet & order form. You’ll also receive an updated availability list bi-monthly by email or 


PLUS! A discount of 30% O F F any purchases!!! 


To become a member, simply send us your name, address, telephone/email with a cheque or money order made 


payable to “Granite Belt Orchids” to receive your introductory package. 
(Membership subscription fees — 1 year = $15.00 — 2 years = $28.50 — 5 years = $60.00) 


Available species of orchid as follows: 


Bulbophyllum, Dendrobium, Sarcochilus, Calanthe, Rhinerrhiza, Plectorrhiza, Cymbidium. 


Plus many more. 


Priced from $13.00 to $100.00, you tell us the size you require. 
N.B. * All of our native orchids are mounted on native timbers. ** Only one application per person. 


Tel / Fax: (07) 4684 1197 


Hills District Orchids 


(Props. Graeme, Lyn and David Banks) 


2002 Open Day 


Sunday 20th October 2002 (9am-4pm) 
Held at the nursery: 183 Windsor Road, Northmead 2152 
(please park in Mary St. or Windermere Ave.) 
Many new species released on the day. Softcane dendrobiums in bloom. 


Free Sausage Sizzle!! 
Also attending will be Tinonee Orchids and Macquarie Native Orchids 


P.O. Box 390, Baulkham Hills NSW 1755 
Phone: (O02) 9674 4720 Fax: (O02) 9686 3303 
E-mail: dpbanks@ozemail.com.au 


THE ORCHID REVIEW 


The world’s longest running Orchid journal 


All the latest AM/RHS, FCC/RHS and CCC/RHS awards in full colour — 
essential for orchid judges and all growers — six times a year. 


Articles on growing orchids, for beginners, by experts. Orchids in their natural habitats. 
Advanced growing, flasking, history, taxonomy and orchid biographies. 
Orchid hunting and orchid explorers. What to buy, where to buy it and how to grow it... 


Subscriptions: six issues without hybrid list £25, USA $49 airmail/$40 surface mail. 
All other countries: £33 airmail/£28 surface mail. 
Six issues with hybrid list £29, USA $56 airmail/$47 surface mail. 
All other countries: £38 airmail/£33 surface mail. 


To apply contact 


The Orchid Review, PO Box 38, Kent TN25 6PR, United Kingdom 
Tel: International code: +44 (0) 1303 813 803 Fax (0) 1303 813 737 


OrcHIDACEOUS BooKs 


Specialist supplier of ORCHID BOOKS 
A to Z of South East Asian Orchid Species 


Peter O’Byrne; 168 p; covers 401 species in 94 genera. 
$48.50 + post 


The Genus Coelogyne b. clayton 
200 p; with colour photos, maps and line drawings 
$148.50 + post 


Dendrochilum of Borneo $222.50 + post 
Orchids of Sumatra $307.50 + post 
Orchids of Sarawak $222.50 + post 


Catalogue available on request or visit our 
Web Site: www.orchidaceousbooks.com.au. 


Grahame & Margaret Muller 
P.O. Box 4192, Tinana, Qld. 4650 
Ph: 07 4122 1251 Fax: 07 4122 4539 
Email: books @orchidaceousbooks.com.au 


AOR 111 


The Orchadian 


Journal of the Australasian Native Orchid Society Inc. 
Edited by David P. Banks 


Dedicated to the Study and Conservation of 
Australasian Native Orchids 
Subscription Rates: (Four issues per year.) 


$30 Australia 
$35 PNG/Pacific/New Zealand 


$40 Other Countries 


Subscription applications should be 
addressed to: 


A.N.O.S.Inc., PO Box 318, 
Willoughby, NSW 2068 
Australia 


e-mail: dpbanks @ ozemail.com.au 
WWwW.anos.org.au 


The Australian Orchid Review, October/November 2002 


CD-ROM REVIEW 


Orchids of New Guinea Vol II: 
Dendrobium and allied genera 

(CD ROM) 

By A. Schuiteman and E.F. de Vogel 


Last year I reviewed Volume I of Orchids 
of New Guinea: Illustrated Checklist and 
Genera. Well I am now very happy to be 
reviewing the next instalment of this series 
which covers the subtribe Dendrobiinae: 
Dendrobium Cadetia, Diplocaulobium and 
Flickingeria - about 560 species, not count- 
ing varieties. Hang on - what about 
Grastidium, Dockrillia, Eriopexus, 
Epigeneium? They are there, included in 


Dendrobium but listed as synonyms. 
Reasons for this are stated in the 
Introduction. 


If you possess (and hopefully bought) the 
last CD, you will be familiar with the layout 
and navigation of the contents of the CD. As 
before, once the program is opened, you are 
presented with the Navigator and can access 
the modules Introduction, Glossary, 
Literature, Higher Taxa, Species, Index, 
Text Key and IdentifyIt. There are some 
enhancements over the previous version 
including illustrations to accompany 
Glossary items and drawings by Schlechter 
and other contributors add to those of J. J. 
Smith. All terms used are linked directly to 
the glossary or the Find tool by simply click- 
ing them. 

The Index would be a good place to start 
reviewing the taxa if you want to find partic- 
ular orchids but I would recommend you 
read the Introduction. Navigation through 
the modules is easier if you use the Contents 
button in each as well as the Next and 
Previous buttons. 

The Species module contains details of all 
the orchids covered. For each species, there 
is a Description, Synonyms, Taxonomy, 
Literature and Multimedia tab. The 
Description tab contains the full botanical 
description (with botanical terms linked to 
the Glossary); flower colour; habitat; flower- 
ing season; overall distribution; distribution 
in New Guinea (with map); notes and brief 
cultivation notes (eg Dendrobium lawesii: 
Intermediate growing epiphyte, requires 
year-round watering and a light, but not 
sunny position). The Notes invariably con- 
tain very useful information such as differ- 
ences with similar species or varieties. The 
Multimedia tab provides photographs and 
drawings where available. As an example, 
Dendrobium subclausum is treated very well 
with recognition of its difficult taxonomic 
status. The Species Description even 
includes a key and separate description for 
the 4 recognised varieties: subclausum, 
phlox, speciosum and pandanicola. D. mal- 
brownii was the first species I looked for but 
was not included; probably because of 
doubts as to whether specimens found in 
New Guinea are truly D. malbrownii. D. 
chrysopterum, the new name the authors 


constructed for the species wrongly known 
as D. obtusisepalum, is used. 

Another area of note was the treatment of 
the pencil orchid known as ‘Fiery Glow’. As 
Dockrillia is relegated to synonymy in this 
study, how were the authors going to handle 
Dockrillia convoluta? The name 
Dendrobium convolutum has already been 
applied to another New Guinea taxon in sec- 
tion Latouria, The answer was to come up 
with a new name: Dendrobium contextum 
(with a paper yet to be published for this 
name) and cite Dockrillia convoluta as a 
basionym. ‘Black Pam’ is listed as 
Dendrobium fuliginosum with Dockrillia 
fuliginosa as a basionym. 

Higher Taxa has the same format as the 
Species module but gives descriptions of 
Genera and sections. A linked list of species 
would be a useful addition to each of the 
Section or Genera descriptions. As previ- 
ously mentioned, some sections are not 
recognised in their newer generic status. The 
authors have decided to lump sections 
Pedilonum, Calyptrochilus, Oxyglossum and 
Cuthbertsonia into the one _ section: 
Pedilonum. While they have given sound 
reasons for this decision in the description, it 
would have been worthwhile to include the 
former sections as many still consider them 
valid. Calyptrochilus is not listed on the 
Synonym tab. Section Monanthos is listed as 
Section Biloba. J.J. Smith. It would be useful 
to include some former sections in the 
Higher Taxa Index as synonyms. This is how 
Grastidium, Dockrillia etc was treated in the 
Species Index. 

There are two tools to aid in identification 
probably more suited to those with a good 
understanding of biology but a good educa- 
tional experience for those who haven’t. The 
Text Key is a dichotomous key which is 
enhanced by the use of labelled diagrams to 
help explain the identifying characteristics. 
IdentifyIt can identify genera and sections 
by you providing certain characteristics from 
which a list is generated in order from those 
that match all characteristics to those that do 
not match any. The Introduction gives more 
detail on how to use this. Not being able to 


identify down to species level reduces its use 
somewhat but as explained in the 
Introduction, to be able to do so and avoid 
spurious identifications would make the tool 
too complex to use. There is also an Examine 
and Compare facility included in this mod- 
ule. 

While designed for Windows 95, 
Windows 98, Windows Me and Macintosh 
operating systems, it can be installed and run 
on Windows XP using Compatibility mode 
but one user reported success without it. A 
book included with the CD has installation 
instructions. 

Despite the contrasting decisions on tax- 
onomy this is the best reference available on 
Dendrobiinae of New Guinea. It is highly 
recommended for both amateur enthusiast 
and scientist. If you enjoyed the first CD in 
this series and have an interest in the orchids 
of New Guinea, then you will also enjoy this 
one. The quality and quantity of pictures 
adds greater value. Although it doesn’t have 
the ‘readability’ of a book, you could not 
access information in a book in such an easy 
and powerful way. 

Don’t copy someone else’s CD; ensure the 
continuation of the series by buying your 
own copy. If you would like to order go to 
www.eti.uva.nl , click on CD-Rom catalogue 
and scroll the list for “Flora Malesiana”. 
There is brief info on both Vol I and II as well 
as ordering information. You can order via 
email (orders @eti.uva.nl) or by post: 

ETI Information Services Ltd 

83 Clifton Road 

Wokingham, Berkshire 

RG411NJ 

United Kingdom 

The price is UK£36.95 each plus £3 P&P 
(about A$112 all up). To encourage you to 
buy, the distributors (ETI Information 
Services) are willing to give a 10% discount 
to ANOS members if you buy both Volume I 
and II. | 


Stephen Kemp 

193 Buffalo Road 

Ryde NSW 2112 

Email: skemp @bigpond.net.au 
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KEITHS NURSERY _x 


(THE FAMILY BUSINESS) mb { 
25 Oonoonba Road, Idalia, Townsville, Qld 4811 
Phone: (07) 4778 1329 Fax: (07) 4778 1330 
A.H. (07) 4778 4234 
Email: sales @keithsnursery.com.au 
Web Page: hitp://www.keithsnursery.com.au 


FOR SPECIES AND HYBRID ORCHIDS INCLUDING 
FLOWERING SIZE DIVISIONS OF OUR SELECTED CATTLEYA STOCK. 


Our SPECIES ARE MOSTLY FROM IMPORTED STOCK. 
Send SAE or Email for our Catalogue. 


Ge 
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P&R 
ORCHIDS 


Just off the Pacific Highway half way 
between Brisbane and Sydney. 


Turn into Port Macquarie at 
the Oxley Highway. 


We are only 4km on the right. 


New Lines 


Many new 
Species and Hybrids 


KKK 
Many new paphs. including 
hangianum and a lot of 
hangianum hybrids. 


KK 
Many new Paph. vietnamense 
hybrids with roth- 
schildianum, micranthum, 
delenati and even 
hangianum. 


KEK 
We also have a few Paph. 
vietnamense species once 
again as well as Paph. sande- 
rianum. 


KK 
Twenty new misc. species 
listings. 


For oot FREE LISTS, write, phone, 
ax or just drop in and see us. 


We are closed Sundays. 


Ph: 02 6581 3061 
Fax: 02 6581 0907 


Email prorchid@tsn.cc 


PO Box 5113 
PORT MACQUARIE NSW 2444 


Cnr. Phillip Charlie Dr. & Oxley 
Hwy. Port Macquarie NSW 2444 


www.prorchids.com 
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Attention AOR 
readers and 
Orchid Societies 


“This and That” is a regular feature of the 
Australian Orchid Review and readers and 
Orchid Societies are invited to contribute any 


small news items of interest to Orchid lovers. 

The deadline for items can be found on 
page 3. 

Address all correspondence to the Editor. 
“This and That”, Australian Orchid Review, 
14 McGill Street, Lewisham, NSW 2049. 

Email: bbadger@ graphicworld.com.au 


New charity to support 


orchid organisation 


A new charity is being established to 
promote and coordinate international 
efforts in orchid conservation, in partner- 
ship with the SSC Orchid Specialist Group 
(OSG), other orchid conservation net- 
works, and key players in the orchid 
world. 

Orchid Conservation International 
(OCI) will be an active charitable organi- 
sation seeking funding for specific pro- 
jects from governmental and non-govern- 
mental sources. It will also provide admin- 
istrative and technical support to the OSG. 
The charity is not being established as a 
grant-making trust, but it is hoped that it 
will be able to provide small grants in the 
future once established with sufficient 
funding. The charity will be operated by an 
international executive committee and 
board of trustees, and will apply for regis- 
tration with the Charity Commission for 
England and Wales. 

Establishment of the charity has been 
endorsed by the International Orchid 
Commission (IOC) and supported in prin- 
ciple by a number of other individuals and 


representatives of organisations, including 
members of the Board of Trustees of the 
American Orchid Society (AOS), Marie 
Selby Botanic Garden, and Kings Park and 
Botanic Garden. 

Initial donations have been pledged 
from private individuals providing partial 
funding for 2003 and 2004. Further fund- 
ing is now being sought. 

For a copy of the full proposal or further 
information contact: 

Shelagh Kell at the OSG Secretariat 
(Shelagh.kell @ dial.pipex.com). 

The organisers hope to launch OCI at 
the European Orchid Conference in 
London in March next year (EOC2003). 


Understanding Orchids 


Camp Creative, Bellingen, N.S.W., 
January 17th-22nd, 2003. 

This course is designed to give partici- 
pants a better understanding of orchids, 
their growing and flowering requirements, 
and how this diverse group of plants can 
complement a domestic environment. 
Participants will discover that orchids, 
whilst being unique, beautiful and some- 
times even bizarre, are really very tolerant 
and rewarding plants to grow. The empha- 
sis of the sessions will be on participation 
and entertainment in a relaxed, informal 
atmosphere. 

Topics covered will include: what is an 
orchid, the history of orchids, breeding 
and propogating orchids, Australian native 
orchids, exotic orchids, creating an orchid 
environment, cultural requirements 
including repotting, growing media and 
watering, understanding fertiliser, manag- 
ing pests and diseases, companion plants, 
and even a field trip or two. 

For more information contact 
the co-ordinator, Robbie Spence at 
PO Box 551, Bellingen, 2454 or phone 
02 6655 9345. | 


AOR 035 


SHADE CLOTH 


Queensland’s largest range of shadecloth 
1 


LIT aa tl a, I 
perm per 50m ro perm per 50m ro 
+OP QUA EED 30% (vilight) GREEN $5.25 $245 $10.50 $490 
RAN G 50% (light) GREEN, BLACK $4.50 $200 $9.00 $400 
wast ORDEN 70% (medium) GREEN, BLAGK $4.95 $235 aa Sete 
iN 80% (heavy) GREEN, BLACK $6.00 $275 12.00 $550 
sM ROBL per 30m roll per 30m roll 
ALSO AVAILABLE 90% (v/heavy) GREEN $7.15 $205 $14.30 $41 


Polyshade is a waterproof shade cloth. It is available in only one width 1830mm (6') and offers 50% shade with a 99% UV block-out. Green or Biscuit $8.25 
per m, $368.50 per 50m roll. Solarweave is a waterproof hot house fabric. 2050mm width. $4.40 per m. $181.50 per 50m roll. (We can have the Polyshade 
or Solarweave electronically welded to whatever size you require.) Weed control mat is the safe solution to your weed problem. We stock 915mm (3’) and 
1830mm (6') wide. 915mm $1.20 per m, $48.00 per 50m roll,1830mm $2.10 per m, $87.90 per 50m roll. Larger widths are available (by roll lengths only). 
ALL PRICES INCUDE G.S.T. 


NEWMARKET HARDWARE 


176 Enoggera Rd, Newmarket, Q. 4051 Ph (07) 3356 0162 
ALL CREDIT CARDS WELCOME 


DISCOUNT PRICES 


Country Orders Welcome. 
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Orchid 


Review 


The publishers of the “Australian Orchid Review” are pleased to offer their 
readers popular Orchid and Gardening books at special discount prices. 


New titles will be added to the list when available. 


All you have to do is select the book(s) required and fill in the details 
on the form provided. 


COOL FLOWERING ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


Ross Macdonald is a highly respected orchid grower 
and photographer from the North Island of New 
Zealand. This volume is devoted to cool growing 
orchid genera, which are easy to cultivate in New 
Zealand and southern Australia. Growers in tropical 
areas should not be discouraged, as many of these 
orchids are indeed adaptable and will grow in a 
range of climates. Andy Easton has written the fore- 
word. Ross has devoted the first few pages of the 
book to cultural hints, which are down to earth and 
give practical information on the basics of orchid cultivation. 


COOL FLOWERING 


ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


Basically this is a pictorial book with over 300 full colour photographs, covering a 
similar number of orchid species and hybrids. The quality of both the photographs 
and the colour reproduction is impressive. All of the orchids have been captured using 
available sunlight and there is no flash photography. There is a wide range of orchid 
genera covered with particular emphasis placed on cymbidiums, dendrobiums, 
laelias, masdevallias, the Odontoglossum alliance and Paphiopedilum. 


The photographs are arranged in four chapters, referring on their main blooming sea- 
son. The use of seasons ensures the text is also applicable to growers in the northern 
hemisphere. 


This inexpensive book is exceptional value and importantly is written by someone 
who knows and grows these orchids. | thoroughly recommend this book to orchid 
growers, as it will be of great value to both novice and experienced enthusiasts. 


144 pp. 242mm x 168mm 
Softcover. 


GROWING ORCHIDS 
David P. Banks so 


Orchids have fascinated people for years. Breatht braly 
beautiful, exotic, surrounded by mystery and tholght to 
be difficult to grow by home gardeners. David P. Banks 
takes the guesswork out of growing orchids by providing 
practical advice based on over thirty years of experience. 


Growing Orchids is an up-to-date, comprehensive and 
informative guide to cultivating these intriguing plants. 
Included is information on housing orchids, temperature 
and watering requirements, suitable potting materials, 
seedling care and an extensive section on orchid propa- 
gation. 


Orchids 


David P, Banks 


Discover the world of orchids with the extensive list of 100 different orchid genera and 
descriptions of over 400 species. Over 100 stunning colour photographs, including 
many rare and recently discovered species, showcase the tremendous variation found 
throughout the orchid kingdom. 


David P. Banks has an extensive collection of species and hybrid orchids, and oper- 
ates the nursery Hills District Orchids. He is a popular lecturer on various aspects of 
orchids and their cultivation, at meetings and conferences in Australia and abroad. 
His articles and award-winning photographs have been published to international 
acclaim in a variety of orchid journals and books. David P. Banks is the editor of the 
Australian Orchid Review. 


122 pages, colour and 
B&W. 


MORE FLOWERING ORCHIDS 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
by Ross Macdonald 


This is the sister volume to Cool Flowering Orchids 
throughout the Year. It is in the same format and style as 
the previous book, but also includes some genera that 
would require artificial heating in cooler climates. This 
volume covers a further 314 orchid species and hybrids 
with 344 colour plates. Both texts are highly recom- 
mend to all orchid fanciers; particularly newcomers 
who wish to see an array of delighiful flowers that they 
could grow. 


132 pp. 242mm x x < 168mm Softcover. 


MORE FLOWERING 


eats 


THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 


WHAT ORCHID IS THAT? 
Edited by Alec Pridgeon 


The orchid is one of the most passionately cultivated 
flowers world-wide, and for centuries it has been a sym- 
bol for the exotic and mysterious in the human imagina- 
tion. As the brilliant photographs in this book show, the 
shapes, hues and textures of many of these extraordi- 
nary flowers continue to produce a shock of wonder in 
the viewer. 


This book will delight everyone, from the gardener 
with a casual interest in orchids, to the confirmed 
enthusiast. It takes in a wide spectrum of orchid gen- 
era and more than 1100 species common in cultiva- 
tion, presented by an international team of experts. 


eure 
MEG PRIPGEON 


The first section, by the General Editor, Alec Pridgeon, introduces orchid habitat, distri- 
bution, names and classification, hybrids, pollination, how to grow orchids and control 
pests and diseases, and orchid conservation. 


The alphabetical section, “Orchids A-Z", includes descriptions, names and synonyms, 
geographic distribution, notes on culture, and photographs drawn from collections 
around the world, showing the bestknown species in cultivation. 

Whether you are buying, growing or i scoting this i is the ltimat 
304 pages, colour. ‘ 


INTRODUCING CATTLEYAS 
Noni J. Mammatt 


Noni Mammatt’s fascination with the Cattleya 
Alliance, their most beautiful blooms and extensive 
range of colour combinations, has prompted Noni to 
share the results of her own trials in successfully grow- 
ing and flowering all types of this most beautiful 
genus under shadehouse conditions in the city of 
Perth in Western Australia. She hopes that as a result 
of her writing some new growers, as well as the expe- 
rienced growers of other orchid genera, may be 
encouraged to introduce the Cattleya Alliance into 
their collections. 


OOONTRRE 


Re 


24 pages, B&W. 


] GROWING PHALAENOPSIS 
| AT HOME 


|| James Neal — 

Jim Neal is always called upon to give his opinion 

when a Phalaenopsis is shown at an Orchid Society of 

NSW ltd show or nominated for an award. This is 

because Jim has made a study of the genus Phal- 

|| aenopsis in the Sydney area since being bitten by the 
Phalaenopsis bug at the 6th World Orchid Conference 

in Sydney in 1969. 

This book is essential reading and reference for any 

person who grows, or is intending to grow, 

Phalaenopsis. 

Jim, in a simple and easily understood style, explains and elaborates on light condi- 

tions, watering, temperatures, fertilisers, pests and diseases. 

Explanations of the way Phalaenopsis are named and the implications of growing 

seedlings, illustrate some of the more difficult ideas for the layman to understand. 

The colour photography illustrates beautifully the topics under discussion and the 

orchid names are supplied, where necessary, as a caption. 

The illustrations drawn by Jim’s son Jamie are pertinent and succinct and make the sub- 

ject more easily understood. 


6 pages colour and SY INDINCOUNTPRIC ORDO Si le = 


‘wos $19%75 RRP (Ind. GST) GST) restesucewo woe 


DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM: 
A Unique Australian Orchid 


DENDROBIUM KINGIANUM: 


A Unique Australian Orchid 
Peter B. Adams and Sheryl D. Lawson 


This book takes an innovative approach to the appreci- 
ation of an orchid species and breaks new ground in 
species monographs. Many of the orchid books avail- 
able today take a dry formula approach to their topic 
and frequently present in another form information that 
is already available. This monograph provides an easi- 
ly-read, comprehensive treatment of the species encom- 
passing the interests of research scientists, horticultural- 
ists, breeders and hobbyists, including beginners. 

Covers history, biology, breeding, taxonomy, hybridisa- 
tion, and culture. Has sections on award-winning plants, and shows how to develop 
specialist and competitive collections. Includes a register of over 300 significant 


plants. 

This well-produced book is essential reading for all enthusiasts of d. kingianum and 
will be a valuable addition to the orchidist’s library. For many hobbyists, the highlight 
of the book will be the ability to identify the many wonderful forms of d. kingianum in 
their collection. For others it will determine the direction of further acquisitions. This 
book is not only a celebration of a unique orchid, it also illuminates the fascination 
that has led these authors.to spend many thousands of obviously rewarding hours 


CURDISCOUNTPRIE S,74,20, 


197 pages, over 180 in 
‘was $990 RRP (Ind. G51) ssc no wowe 


full colour. 


LYCASTE ORCHIDS - 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 
A.F.W. Alcorn 

lycaste orchids are easy to grow, and they produce 
flowers that range from the beautiful to the bizarre. No 
book previously has provided detailed cultural require- 
ments of the Lycaste, and this book should fill that gap, 
and encourage new growers to take up the cultivation 
of this beautiful genus. A section on hybridising con- 
tains valuable information on inheritance and genetics 
that will benefit any hybridiser, not just the grower of 
lycastes, as well as helpful hints on how to avoid pit- 
falls in your hybridising program. 

Michael Hallett, a friend of Fred Alcorn for a number of years, co-wrote this book with 
Fred and has completed it posthumously. He has a background in genetics, research 
and botany, and a passion for plants, especially orchids. 


297 pes ctw ord PS MAD COUNTPRIE Sn 2.2.00, 


was $2855 RRP (Ind, GST) fs ose woiwane 


Lycaste 


Orch ics 


Cultivation and Hybridisation 


A. F W. Alcorn 


AUSTRALIAN TROPICAL 


ORCHIDS 
Bill Lavarack and Bruce Gray 


Compiled by two well known names in the Australian orchid 
world, this book is essentially a collection of 116 colour pho- 


tographs depicting 109 tropical orchids, chosen by the | 
authors as representative. There is a short introduction |} 
together with brief text complementing each photograph. _ | 
The text includes notes on distribution including a simple | 
map, habitat types, an indication of size, flowering season, 
conservation status and many features of interest. 


72 pages, colour. 


‘OURDISCOUNT PRICE $41 ot 


‘was S1B@5 RRP (Ind, GST) "ssc ma wou 


3 SARCOCHILUS ORCHIDS OF 


| AUSTRALIA 

Walter T. Upton 

Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia is the first book to 
'] cover all aspects of species of the genus Sarcochilus. 
Compact plants of great floral beauty with ease of cul- 
ture, they are mostly cool to cold growing, requiring 
limited space, and for these reasons are quickly 
becoming the orchid of the future. 

"| The book gives each individual species a separate 
| entry, with information on its history, synonyms, distri- 
| bution, habitat, cultivation and hybrids, along with a 
drawing showing the main parts of the plant and 
flower, plus a colour plate providing an easy means of identification. 

Hybridising, including intergenerics, is dealt with in detail - most registered hybrids 
being accompanied by a colour plate. Other chapters include pollination, seed rais- 
ing and cultural information for the home grower. 

This is Walter T. Upton’s third book and is a companion to his very popular and 
informative Dendrobium Orchids of Australia. He is a past president of the Orchid 
Society of New South Wales and The Australasian Native Orchid Society, and has 
received many honours in Australia including the Australian Orchid Council’s Award 
of Honour. He is a well-known hybridiser and judge of orchids, and is a learned and 
entertaining lecturer much in demand throughout the world. 


COURDISCOUMT PRICE 9130.2, 


‘was was $3985 RRP (Ind. GST) RRP (Incl. GST) sos mo nonin 


THE WORLD OF ORCHIDS - 2 


The World of Orchids - 2 has been written by members 
and friends of the North Shore Orchid Society about 
orchids grown in Sydney and its environs, and we are 
indebted to those people for their time and effort. 


It has been produced to cover a large range of genera to 
help not only the novice, but also the experienced grower 
in their present fields of interest, and to tempt and encour- 
age them to try other genera. 

It should be pointed out that the methods of culture used 
by the authors are those which they themselves have found 
successful. Growers should try any changes to their own culture gradually and on a 
few plants first, as orchids respond differently under different conditions. 


pages, colour one OE UR DISCOUNT PRIS 28.50. 


was $100 RRP (Ind GST) “Sree womans 


ORCHIDS FOR BEGINNERS 


A Guide to Selection and 


Cultivation 
Allison and Mark Webb 


| “Orchids for Beginners” is for those just starting out in 

orchids. It provides information about choosing orchids best 
suited to your conditions and how to grow them. There is 
| advice on what to look for when choosing plants to avoid 
some common traps and the expense of losing plants unsuit- 
ed to your conditions. The essential basics of cultivation for beginners are covered _ 
potting media, mounting plants, repotting and deflasking as well as choosing loca- 
tions and building bushhouses. There are suggestions for growing in country areas as 
well as indoors. The plant descriptions offer suggestions of plants to choose from as 
well as introducing some of the very varied forms of orchids. 


‘reve coer" RDKOTERE STO 


PLUS POSTAGE AND HANDLING 


119 pages, colour 
and B&W. 


The world of 


Recommended Our Pl 


Orchid 


Review 


imen us 1 Grand 
Postage Retail Price Discount Postage ~ Total § Number of Total 


1. Cool Flowering Orchids A$18.00 A$5.00 =A$23.00 
Throughout the Year (incl. GST) = US$12.75 

2. Growing Orchids i = A$24,95 A$20.45 A$5.00 =A$25,45 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$14.00 

A$18.00 A$5.00 =A$23.00 

(incl. GST) = US$12.75 


w 


. More Flowering Orchids 


Mail Order 
—_ Fee ee Throughout the Year 


book sh Oo —p (ieee 


Item & Title Zone (RRP) Price  & Handling —Price Copies 


A$54.95 A$43.95+ A$14.40 =A$58.35 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$41.00 
= A$7.15 A$6.60+ A$3.00 =A$9.60 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$6.30 
= A$13.75 A$11.80+ A$3.00 =A$14.80 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$9.75 
= A$93.50 A$74.80+ A$11.70 =A$86.50 
(Incl. GST) (incl. GST) = US$59.00 
= A$28.55 A$22.00+ A$5.00 =A$27.00 
(Incl. GST) (incl. GST) = US$18.75 
= A$16.45 A$13.15+ | A$3.00 =A$16.15 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$10.50 


order f or m 5. Introducing Cattleyas 


6. Growing Phalaenopsis at Home 


7. Dendrobium Kingianum: 
A Unique Australian Orchid 


8. Lycaste Orchids 


Postage Zones 


' 9. Australian Tropical Orchids 
A Australia, New Zealand by 


and Oceania 10. Sarcochilus Orchids of Australia 
(Quoted A$ Dollars) 


= A$39.55 A$30.75+ A$5.00 =A$35.75 
(Incl, GST) (Incl. GST) = US$26.35 
= A$11.00 A$8.50+ A$3.00 =A$11,50 
(Incl. GST) (Incl. GST) = US$6.90 
A$10.45+ A$3.00 =A$13.45 

= US$8.75 


TOTAL ORDER 


11. The World of Orchids - 2 
R_ Rest of World 


(Quoted US$ Dollars) 12, Orchids for Beginners 


2 
g 


a 


le ee ee ce Dae a De ce ee er er en -_- 


ise ces 
CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES Turn over to complete order 


Orchid 


Review 


For six, twelve or eighteen issues of 
Australian Orchid Review, fill in the form 
below and post in now together with 
your payment. 


CUT ALONG DOTTED LINES 


2 ee oe om nce eee ee ee me oe ee oe wt nn nn nnn nnn nnn nee en enn renner 


Please tick 0 Renewal 0 New © Address Change 
Send to Australian Orchid Review, 14 McGill Street, Lewisham, NSW 2049 Australia 


C Australia —1YEAR (6 issues) a 2 YEARS (12 issues) 3 YEARS (18 issues) 
1 A$39.60 (Includes GST) 0 A$72.60 (Includes GST) 1 A$103.40 (Includes GST) 
1) NZ Airmail 
(1 NZ$58.00 ($447.00) (1 NZ$107.00 ($86.00) [1 NZ$151.00 ($4123.00) 
CUS Airmail 
1 US$53.00 1 US$98.00 1 US$139.00 
Enclosed is my cheque for____———SCSCSCSCSCSCSsSC(Pasyaable to Australian Orchid Review) 


or charge my | Bankcard O Mastercard 0 


*Mr/Mrs/Ms Signature 
Address 


Postcode Telephone (__) 
All overseas cheques (except New Zealand) must be in US dollars, or equivalent for credit cards. Credit card sub- 
scriptions may be telephoned to (02) 9560 6166. 


C1) Please indicate ¥ if this is a gift subscription and we will include, at no extra cost, a special card bear- 
ing your good wishes. 


Message 


ABC ae 


Australian 


rchid| 


Reviev 


Sa aL. aia tao a ew pa aes 


MAIL ORDER: Enclosed is my cheque for $ (Payable to Australian Orchid Review) 
14 McGill Street 
Australia 

BEGUUEEEEEEEeEeoeo Card expiry date [ [ | | | 


PHONE ORDER: 


(02) 9560 6166 

FAX ORDER: Th MeN aed ne oll a Seer 
Within Aust. 

(02) 9560 6677 Address 


From outside Australia 


61 2 95606677 
Country Postcode Telephone (_ ) 


EMAIL: 
dor@graphicworld.com.au L] Please indicate V if this is a gift and we will include, at no extra cost, a special card bearing your good wishes. 
PHONE, FAX AND EMAIL ORDERS Message 


Sa a Se a a a Sn a a Se Se eo ee Se SS a a ne Se a en a Sa Se ne ee rr rr rr are re re ee re rr ee re rr er ee er re re re ere eee 


\ cut here for mail order bookshop 


J cut here for australian orchid review subscription 


AUSTRALIAN ORCHID REVIEW 
14 McGILL STREET, 
LEWISHAM, NSW 2049 
AUSTRALIA 
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Western Orchid 
Laboratories 


P.O. Box 276, Blackwood S.A. 5051 
ABN 25 582 464 986 


Orchid 
Culture 
Media 


We don’t just sell media; we use 
the media we make and provide 
sound advice. Thirty+ years on- 
going laboratory experience. 


Current supplier to Valley 
Orchids, Adelaide Orchids and 
many other nurseries and hob- 
byists. 


Our media freshly prepared and 
cover the sowing and replate 
requirements of common and 
unusual genera including terres- 
trials. 


Our media produce rapid ger- 
mination, well balanced plants 
and good root growth. 


When ordering please list: 
Orchid genus (or genera) 
Replate, sowing or cloning 
Solid or liquid cloning 


Per Litre prices (including GST):— 


1 to 4 litres $7.70/L 
5 to 9 litres $7.15/L 
10 to 50 litres $6.60/L 
51 to 100 litres $6.35/L 


Over 100 litres P.O.A. 
For Cloning media add 50c/L 


Price includes packing and freight, 
Express Post where practical in 
Australia. 


Full Laboratory Service - sowing, 
cloning, replating and colchicine 
treatment available. 


Disa Specialist:— Flasks/Plants 
Australian Terrestrials — Flasks 
Laboratory Consultancy Service 


CUSTOMER ADVICE HOTLINE 
24 hour phone and fax:— 
(08) 8270 4599 


Bankcard * Mastercard * Visa 


Please supply your name, card 
number and expiry date. 


AOR 149 


38 


‘Hans Schaible 


Y 
12 Eddystone Road, Bexley NSW 2207. Telephone: (02) 9150 7985 


Call in and inspect a large variety of orchids suitable for Shade and Glasshouse 


We carry stocks of: 


+ Campbell Fertiliser + Pine Bark 
Fresh 
Sphagnum Moss, in large and small quanti- 


+ Ready mixed Compost 


ties + Water Breakers 


+ Misting Nozzles — Extension Handles 


r 


wo 
3 
c 
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MT. BEENAK 
ORCHIDS 


Mail Order specialists 


Cool growing orchids: 
Masdevallias, Cyms., Odonts, 
Natives, Zygos etc. 


Send stamp for new catalogue 


19 Hackett Cr. Rd. 
Three Bridges, Vic. 3797 
Ph/Fax (03) 5966 7253 


Email: mtbeenak @valylink.net.au 


Paphiopedilums 


Species and Primary Hybrids 


SEEDLINGS 70mm pots and Flasks 


Mail Order Specialist 
Send stamp for current listings 


Delivery Skyroad door to door. 


Up to 3kg — $15.50 Including GST 


Bankcard, Mastercard & Visa welcome 


K & H Orchids 
PO Box 308, Beenleigh, Qld. 4207 
Ph: (07) 3287 2343 
website: www.khorchids.com 
Email: ken@khorchids.com 


Dark Star Orchids 


NOW AVAILABLE!! 
Frank Slattery’s Story 


“The Blooming Years”’ 
Soft Cover $30 
Hard Cover $40 


¢ Open 7 days ¢ Sorry no lists ¢ All sales direct from Nursery 


NATIVE ORCHIDS 


Latest Release Seedlings 
Flowering Size Plants 
Hot/Cold and Cold Growers 


We only stock quality 
plants from Australia’s 
best hybridists 


Native species including 
Dendrobium, Cymbidium 
and Sarcochilus 


LARGE SPECIMENS 
AVAILABLE 
We also stock treefern, slabs, 


stakes, pots, sohagnum and 
bush moss, orchid bark 


B&T Ferns & Orchids 


Lot 2a, Old Emerald Road 
Monbulk, Victoria 3793 


Fax/Phone: (03) 9752 1922 
Melway Ref. 122 K.9 


AOR 089 


Open 7 days a week 


FLASKS, SEEDLINGS AND FLOWERING SIZE PLANTS 


Imported from top breeders in Germany, UK and Thailand 
African and Madagascan species 
Paphs, Lycastes, Vandaceous and more 
RARE SPECIES AND SOME HYBRIDS 


PO Box 114 Bowraville NSW 2449 
Telephone/Fax (02) 6564 4088 
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A Forgotten Pioneer 


Te cultivation of orchids commenced many years ago, principally in Great Britain 
and the Continent. Early records show that the interest in the cultivation of these 
exotic beauties was being practiced in the earlier part of the 1800’s. 

We can find in old records that there is reference to the extensive estates, some 
being so large that the mansion was up to two miles from the front gate. These estates 
naturally required extensive outdoor staff to keep the gardens in order. Up to forty 
gardeners or groundsmen were often employed with up to ten of the specialists super- 
vising the glasshouses which included the stove houses (hothouses) used in the culti- 
vation of the many tropical species of orchids imported in profusion in those early 
days. Cultivation of species was the norm, as hybrids had not been thought of. 

Nowadays the orchid enthusiast has a vast field of knowledge to assist them with their endeavours. 
Consider the work in providing top composts, the development of pesticides and agricultural chemicals, the 
availability of chromosome counting which assists the grower to produce successful crossings, the advent of 
mericlones to allow distribution of top varieties, the production of artificial tetraploids by the use colchicine, 
also the advent of non staining cymbidiums. Modern knowledge is enormous and such an advantage to 
today’s growers. 

Now to the forgotten pioneer who changed the availability of plants to growers worldwide. Mr. John 
Dominy was a nurseryman by trade but had no formal training in orchid culture, but he had a close friend 
Dr. John Harris, who was able to educate John Dominy concerning the various sexual parts of orchid plants 
and encouraged him in feeling his way with hybridising selected species. 

At the time he was employed at an orchid nursery of reknown — Messrs. Veitch Exotic Nursery where he 
created the first orchid hybrid Calanthe Dominii which flowered in 1856 being a hybrid from C. furcata x 


C. masuca. This encouraged the pioneer and over the years the following hybrids were produced at the Veitch 
Exotic Nursery. 


Year Hybrid Cross Hybridizer Etc. 

1856 Calanthe Dominii C. furcata x C. masuca Dominy Veitch 

1859 Cattleya Hybrida C. guttata x C. loddigesii Dominy Veitch 

1861 Dossinimaria Dominii Dossinia marmorata x Dominy Veitch 
Haemaria discolor 

1863 Laeliocattleya Exoniensis C. mossiae x L. crispa Dominy Veitch 

1864 Dendrobium Dominianum D. linawanum x D. nobile Dominy Veitch 

1864 Laelia Pilcheri L. crispa x L. perrinii Dominy Veitch 

1865 Anoectomaria Dominii Anoectochilus roxburghii x Dominy Veitch 
Haemaria discolor 

1867 Phaiocalanthe Irrorata Calanthe vestita x Phaius Dominy Veitch 

grandifolius 

1869 Cypripedium Harrisianum C. barbatum x C. villosum Dominy Veitch 

1870 Selenipedium Dominianum. S. carcinum x S. caudatum DominyVeitch 

1871 Aerides Dominianum A. affine x A. fieldingii Dominy Veitch 


N.B. Cyprepedium Harrisianum, named for Dr. John Harris, Dominy’s mentor, is now currently 
Paphiopedilum Harrissianum, using modern taxonomy. 

Looking through the above listing shows the great ability of John Dominy who in those days achieved 
hybrids in ten different genera. The raising of these hybrids is another matter, little is known of the seed rais- 
ing techniques of yesteryear, Knudsen’s formula had not been invented. Possibly the seed was sprinkled 
about the compost of a parent plant — who knows? 

This short review is a small tribute to our forgotten pioneer, who in those early days set the scene for the 
majestic hybrids of today. 

Well done, John Dominy (1816-1891), a genius of early orchid hybridisation. 

For information of cymbidium growers, Veitch’s nursery raised the first cymbidium hybrid in 1889, 
Cymbidium Eburneo-Lowianum being a hybrid from C. eburneum x C. lowianum, a stepping stone to breed- 


ing Cymbidium Alexanderi “Westonbirt’, one of our top stud plants of yesteryear. a. 


: Fred Jones 
Wareemba NSW 2046 
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CULTURAL NOTES 


Cattleyas 

Spring is now with us. As we all know the 
equinox is on the 21st-22nd September — equal 
day, equal night, so therefore the days will now 
start to become longer than night. 

Most cattleyas are now putting out new roots 
while I notice many catts are now showing new 
growths. if you wish to divide your overgrown 
plants now you can operate on them. Don’t for- 
get to make sure you keep your plants in at least 
three bulb divisions. Seal all cuts with 
STERIPRUNE®. Make sure you sterilise all of 
your cutting implements with a recognised ster- 
ilant. You can use diluted household bleach or 
butter still a tri-sodium based product. So ask 
your favourite orchid nursery and they should 
be able to advise you on what one to use. In 
Brisbane STERIKLEEN is very popular, while 
down in Sydney MERRI-KLEEN seems to be 
the most popular. 

When potting choose a pot that will give 
your plant at least two years growth before the 
pot is full. Bark seems to be the most popular 
medium to pot your catt in. DEBCO or 
ORCHID CARE SERVICES bark seems to be 
the most popular. use a medium or coarse 
grade. You may wish to add a little granulated 
styrene to the bark to open it up a little. 

Seedlings should now be potted on into the 
next size pot. For cattleyas you can use PORT 
POTS, the squat ones are ideal. Use medium 
grade bark for seedlings or you may wish to use 
AUSTMOSS SPHAGNUM MOSS. If using 
moss watch your watering! depending where 
you live, watering may have to done every four 
or five days. Seedlings a little more often. 
Moss, a little less. 

Fertilising is very important in early spring. 
I find GARDEN PARTY® is great after you 
have potted on or divided your plants. Apply 
weekly at 3ml per litre of water. AUXINONE® 
may be applied weekly after dividing to get 
those new roots away — especially those ones 
that you broke in your dividing operation! 

Those mature plants that have not been 
touched should be fertilised weekly with GAR- 
DEN PARTY®, HSO 10 or MERRI-FERT, or 
maybe you might like to rotate them on a 
weekly basis. 

If the leaves are a little yellow you may have 
to add a little iron in your fertiliser programme. 
Do not be too hasty in applying your iron. use 
either LIBREL FE-LO or BIOMIN IRON. 
Before applying seek advice from your local 


3 Sussex Street, Woodburn : 
Phone: (02) 6682 2635 


www.easyorchids.com 


40 


orchid nursery. Remember — plants thrive on 
the right nutrient balance — over do it, espe- 
cially trace elements — you’re in big trouble. 

Be observant — watch for signs of scale. Use 
ECO-OIL®, but not on hot days. Make sure 
you spray UNDER the leaves and around he 
bulbs. 

Watch shading, as the sun is now getting 
stronger. Move plants out into the shade house 
or cool glass house. They like plenty of fresh 
air. 


Cymbidiums 

By now you should be well advanced in your 
potting on and dividing. 

Remember cleanliness is very important so 
as you do not spread your virus among your 
plants. All cutting implements must be ster- 
ilised between plants. Sterilise in MERRI- 
KLEEN or similar product. If you use bleach, 
watch that the bleach does not eat the steel 
blades away! After the plants have been repot- 
ted drench with FONGARID®. use at label 
rates. Two applications will be necessary seven 
to ten days apart. 

Use a low nitrogen fertiliser until the third 
week of december. You could use PETERS 
EXCEL Hi K Many commercial growers use 
Peters with good results. At last, you can now 
have non blue fingers after using most the 
Peters fertilisers! Don’t forget to give your 
plants some calcium every two or three weeks. 
The best form of CALCIUM is the J.K. 
BIOTECH BOMIN CALCIUM. use at label 
rate. 

Now is the time to make sure all old flower 
racemes are removed. If any of your plants are 
carrying capsules, remove all flowers around 
the seeded flowers. If you are troubled by bee- 
tles, you can spray the capsules with CAR- 
BARYL. This will keep them away. 

Now is the time to give you plants a clean up 
with MANCOZEB for black spot and an appli- 
cation of ECO-OIL to discourage the two-spot- 
ted mite. 

Irrigate your plants every four or five days 
during spring. | 


Australian Natives 


The native orchid flowering season contin- 
ues with a change from predominantly 
Dendrocoryne to Sarcanthinae along with some 
others that show the huge diversity of 
Australian orchids. 

The _crystallined-white blooms of 
Sarcochilus hartmannii, the red-splattered ones 
of S fitzgeraldi and the vanilla scent of S. fal- 
catus are enough to make anyone want to grow 
their own. Many of these beautiful plants are 
easy to maintain in cultivation but some are 
only for the highly dedicated, experienced 
grower. Studying the natural habitat is of 
importance for these plants because they come 
from a wide range of areas and are sensitive to 
growing conditions. 

Sarcochilus fitzgeraldii is found naturally 
beside watercourses often in steep mountain- 
sides in northern New South Wales and south- 
ern Queensland. These areas are damp at all 
times and heavily shaded but sunlight — typi- 


cally morning — breaks through the canopy to 
spotlight the plants. There is quite a tempera- 
ture range, just above freezing in winter to over 
40°C in summer but the streams and the moss 
that covers the rocks they grow on, provide pro- 
tective microclimates. 

Sarcochilus hartmannii is easily grown. The 
readily accessible plants in the wild were col- 
lected long ago but those that remain perch just 
back from the edge of cliff tops. They are best 
known from the volcanic structures of the rim 
of the Mt. Warning volcano. The plants can be 
subjected to blasts of summer heat and chilling 
winds but they cling to crevices where there is 
protection and moisture. The roots may run for 
metres through the grass. These sites have per- 
fect drainage. 

Sarcochilus cecilae has narrow leaves and 
its appearance suggests the harsher climate in 
which it is found. This is more an inland plant 
from open eucalypt forest where it grows on 
rocky outcrops. The temperature range is quite 
wide and severe at times. 

Sarochilus falcatus is an epiphyte of rain- 
forests. Its roots run across the trunks and 
branches of moss covered trees from southern 
Queensland to Victoria. It comes from cool, 
damp and protected environments — very pleas- 
ant places to be in the heat of summer. it will 
not grow in pots. 

The Sarcanthinae species are susceptible to 
root rots if conditions in cultivation are not 
ideal. A plant might be growing strongly then 
suddenly drop its leaves and die. These orchids 
need really good drainage so most growers use 
coarse gravel in the mix. Shallow plastic or ter- 
racotta pots are used. The roots of these plants 
are as much a feature as the leaves (some 
species don’t even have leaves). The roots like 
to run across the top of the media or all over the 
amount so leave room when mounting. 

Sarcanthinae are in active growth most of 
the year as seen by green roots tips so light 
applications of fertiliser is needed. The need to 
be protected from cold, low humidity and over- 
bright sunlight. Just as important as high 
humidity is air movement. Still conditions 
allow fungal spores to settle but air movement 
lowers humidity so it is a balancing act to get 
things just right — particularly important as we 
are threatened with a long, hot and dry summer 
this year. ponds and tubs of water help as do 
foliage plants. Watering the plants too often 
leaches out nutrients and waterlogs plants. 
Misting the floor of the growing area during the 
day is a better option. 

Some of the epiphytic Sarcanthinae grow 
better on a live host such as citrus trees. be sure 
to check out the surrounds and don’t kill the 
tree by tying the plant on with non-perishable 
material and ringbarking it! Water and fertiliser 
needs of these plants are the same as any others 
and may need special consideration. And don’t 
use trees that shed their bark or leaves! 

Breeders have been busy with the 
Sarcanthinae for quite a few years now and 
some really breath taking combinations have 
been achieved — deep blood red, mauve-blue, 
icy pastel green and gold. Some of the mark- 
ings and shapes are intriguing. The hybrids 
have proven the way to get the colours of the 
hard or impossible to maintain species. 

Along with the Sarcanthinae there will be a 
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range of other native orchids in bloom. Some of 
these are easy to grow and add variety to a col- 
lection as well as provide flowers at a quieter 
time. 

Of the Cymbidium species, C. madidum is 
the easiest to grow. It will tolerate a well- 
drained cymbidium mix or a dendrobium mix 
with some fine material. A large shallow pot is 
ideal but it will need to be hung to leave room 
for the pendulous racemes. This species comes 
from moister areas than the others — typically 
rainforest on the eastern side of the ranges 
between north-eastern New South Wales and 
northern Queensland. 

The Phauis species are swamp plants. They 
are quite tough and easy to grow needing moist 
media with plenty of humus. 

In warm weather it is important to be sure 
your plants are getting water when they need it. 
First thing in the morning and in the cool of 
evening give the plants time to absorb it before 
the heat of the day and as evaporation is lower 
it is a more environmentally sensible thing to 
do. Regularly check all misters are working, 
and that plants haven’t grown and stop water 
reaching ones underneath them. Fertiliser is 
need now, as this is the major growth time. 

Repotting is best done now. Don’t overpot 
native orchids and take care not to snap off new 
growths that will be starting as they are very 
brittle. Disinfect any tools and your hands or 
gloves between plants to avoid spreading 
viruses and other diseases. (Gloves protect 
hands from the bark n media that can give them 
the texture of supercoarse sandpaper.!) 

Fertilise, tidy up and repot and and enjoy any 
blooms you may have. | 


Paphiopedilum 

A little care is necessary during spring as the 
weather can be quite variable. We generally have 
nice warm days and cool nights — ideal condi- 
tions for paphs. to begin their main growth cycle. 

Repotting was covered fairly comprehen- 
sively in the notes for July/August, however a 
few point are worthy of repetition: 
Paphiopedilum thrive on repotting. It should 
be done every year for best results, no matter 
how happy the plant appears or how good the 
mixture looks. you can only see the top of it. 
Don’t overpot. use a pot which will comfort- 
ably hold the roots. ‘Squat’ pots (Height about 
equal to diameter) are best and drainage must 
be adequate. The base of the plant should be 
just below the surface of the mixture. 

‘Wobbly’ plants should be staked. 

Don’t use osmocote. it is just great for most 
orchids but paphs. will not grow a good root 
system when it is used. 

Repotting can be continued throughout this 
period — in fact, right up until about mid decem- 
ber, or later if you have effective cooling. 

Watering should be done as required. If the 
weather is hot and dry you may need to water 
every couple of days; if cool and cloudy, once a 
week may suffice. It is particularly important to 
water in the morning if you possibly can. The 
object is to keep the soil temperature up; you 
can’t achieve this is you water late in the day. 

Fertiliser should be given regularly, particu- 
larly toward the end of this period. it is not too 
much to water with about half strength fertiliser 


every second or third watering. I find it very con- 
venient to use a ‘Hyponex siphon mixer’, which 
plugs in at the tap end of the hose and sucks the 
concentrated fertiliser out of a 20 litre bucket. 
These are cheap and foolproof but they won’t 
work against a lot of back pressure; I use a 
‘Gardenia’ water breaker, screwed well out, on 
the end of a 20 metre hose and have no trouble. 

I have always used Aquasol, supplemented 
with extra iron, a bit of magnesium now and then 
and Nitrosol which, apart from its value as a fer- 
tilizer, I believe acts as a wetting agent. Whilst I 
never really measure anything, the proportions 
are probably about: 2 teaspoons of Aquasol, 2 
teaspoon of Nitrosol, a pinch of Iron Chelate and 
a few pinches of Epsom Salts all dissolved in 
about 20 litres of water. This is pretty weak, but 
iuse it frequently. 

About the only pests which trouble paphs, are 
scale and mealy bug. These become active 
around early November and it is not a bas idea to 
spray the collection during this month as a pre- 
ventive measure. Malascale will clean these up 
fairly effectively. If you feel really heroic, 
Supracide is very effective. Whatever you 
use, take the appropriate precautions otherwise 
you may clean up the family dog, or even 
yourself. 2 


Phalaenopsis 


Watering:— Water in the mornings every sec- 
ond day. If weather really starts to warm up then 
water daily. Damp floor down every day. 

Light:— Shade should be increased to 90% 
until after the end of summer. 

Fertiliser:— Fertilise weekly alternating 
between 

— High nitrogen (Campbells B, Aqua-feed, 
Aquasol, etc.). 

— Foliar/Trace Elements (Wuxall). 

— Organic (Fish Emulsion or Nitrosol). 

— Phostrogen. 

Pest Control:— Fungicide every six weeks 
with Ridomil MZ WP, Wettable Sulphur, 
Daconil or Mancozeb with Kocide). 

Use an insecticide such as Diazanon, 
Malathion or Pyrethrum every four weeks to 
control insects and scale. 

_ Keep a particular watch for mites and use a 
miticide as necessary. 


Good air circulation is essential to 
prevent fungal rots. Oo 
Vandaceous 


Watering:— Water daily. Keep the root sys- 
tem moist with additional misting if necessary. 

Light:— Strap leaf vandas and ascocendas 
need 50 to 70% shade. Terete and semi-terete 
about 30%. 

Fertiliser:— Fertilise weekly alternating over 
a four weekly period. 

Wk. 1. — Inorganic high nitrogen (Campbells 
B, Aqua feed or Aquasol). 

Wk.2. — Foliar/Trace element (Wuxall Foliar). 

Wk.3. — As for Wk.1. 

Wk.4. — Organic (Fish Emulsion or Nitrosol). 

Pest Control:— Fungicide every six weeks 
with Ridomil MZ WP, Daconil, Mancozeb or 
Wettable Sulphur). 

Use Diazanon, Malathion or Pyrethrum to 
control insect pests. | 
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How Your 
COMPUTER 
CAN HELP 
YOUR 
WINDOWSILL 


Ta Reticape:tne American Orchid Seciety 
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If your sunny windowsill is lonely and in 
need of something green and flowery, 
log on now to the American Orchid 
Society’s very popular Web site — 
Orchid Web® — for helpful and exten- 
sive tips on orchid growing. Enjoy 


inspiring color photographs, a calen- 


dar of orchid events and other helpful 
orchid advice. Orchid Forum, devel- 
oped as an information exchange plat- 
form, is visited regularly by novice and 


advanced growers throughout the world. 


Founded in 1921, the AOS is the 
world’s number-one orchid-information 
source — just ask 30,000 members 
worldwide. On-site membership appli- 
cation is available along with conve- 
nient, secured shopping in The AOS 
BookShop and Orchid Emporium. 


American Orchid Society 
Department AORMAG 

16700 AOS Lane 

Delray Beach, Florida 33446-4351 
Telephone 561-404-2000 

Fax 561-404-2100 

E-mail TheAOS@aos.org 

Web site orchidweb.org 


an AmOrcSoc 


SHOWDATES 


DATE TIME SEASON ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW ADDRESS 


New South Wales 


12 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Albury Wodonga Albury High School Assembly Hall 
13 October 9.00am-4.00pm (Inland & District Orchid Kiewa Street 

Championship) Club Albury 
12 October 10.00am-4.00pm Sprin ANOS The Jim Southee Community Centre 


James Cook Drive Kings Langley 


g 
(Sarcanthinae Show) Sydney Group 
(next to Shopping Centre) 


Forest Way Shopping Centre 
The Forest Way Frenchs Forest 


Berowra & District 


16-19 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring 


Wests Leagues Club New Lambton 


Ashfield Mall 
Liverpool Road Ashfield 


17-20 October Newcastle 


17-20 October 


9.00am-10.00pm Spring 


Shopping Centre Hours Spring Western Suburbs 


Tweed District Club Banora 


18-19 October 9.30am-5.30pm Spring 


20 October 9.30am-4.00pm (Club Banora Leisure Drive 
Orchid Show) Banora Point 

19-20 October TBA Spring ANOS Warners Bay Lions Club Hall 
(Sarcanthinae Show) Newcastle Group Warners Bay 

20 October 9.00am-4.00pm Spring ANOS Scout Hall 
(Sarcanthinae Show) Port Hacking Group Old Bush Road Yarrawarra 


24-26 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Northern Rivers Lismore Shopping Centre 
Orchid Species McKenzie Street Lismore 
Queensland 
10-12 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Mackay & District Mt. Pleasant Shopping Centre 
Mt. Pleasant 
12 October 9.00am-4.00pm Spring Beaudesert ‘Drynan’ Pavillion 
13 October 9.00am-3.00pm (20th Anniversary) _ Districts Orchid Beaudesert Showgrounds 
& Foliage Albert Street Beaudesert 
12 October 8.30am-5.00pm Spring Bribie Island The Indoor Bowls Club 
13 October 9.00am-3.00pm First Avenue Bongaree Bribie Island 
17-19 October Shopping Centre Hours Spring Pine Rivers Hypermarket Aspley 
17 October 8.30am-9.00pm Spring The Southport Burleigh Town Marketplace 
18 October 8.30am-5.30pm & Districts Shopping Centre 
19 October 8.30am-4.00pm West Burleigh Road Burleigh Heads 
28-31 October 9.30am-5.00pm Spring Redcliffe District Redcliffe City Library 
1 November 9.30am-8.00pm Oxley Avenue Redcliffe 
7-9 November Shopping Centre Hours Spring Gold Coast Treetops Plaza 
to 4.00pm Saturday Classic Way Burleigh Waters 
14-16 November Shopping Centre Hours Spring ANOS Runaway Bay Village 
Hours Gold Coast Group Shopping Centre Runaway Bay 
Victoria 
12-13 October 10.00am-4.00pm Spring Colac Colac High School Assembly Hall 
Princes Highway Colac West 
12 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Horsham & Town Hall 
13 October 9.00am-4.00pm District Wilson Street Horsham 
18 October 2.00pm-5.00pm Spring Ballarat SMB Horticulture Centre 
19 October 10.00am-5.00pm Cnr. Gillies and Gregory Streets 
20 October 10.00am-4.00pm Ballarat 
19 October 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Yarra Valley Public Hall 
20 October 10.00am-4.00pm Warburton Highway Seville 
19 October 8.00am-4.30pm Spring Cobden Civic Hall 
20 October 9.00am-4.00pm Victoria Street Cobden 
25-26 October 10.00am-5.00pm Spring Ararat Town Hall 
27 October 10.00am-4.00pm Cnr. Vincent and Barkley Streets Ararat 
2-3 November 10.00am-4.00pm Spring ANOS Scout Guild Hall 
Geelong Group Myers Street Geelong 
9-10 November 9.00am-5.00pm Spring Maribyrnong Maribyrnong Community Centre 
Randall Street Maribyrnong 
16 November 11.00am-4.00pm Spring Mornington Peninsula Wesley Uniting Church 
26 High Street Frankston 
Tasmania 
FE a eae an eepnt ice SSO NNSA ES Se SE car EE Se AE Aine yeh, 
11 October 11.00am-9.00pm Spring Burnie Burnie Civic Centre 
12 October 9.00am-6.00pm Burnie : 


13 October 9.00am-4.00pm 
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PRESENTED BY THE AUSTRALIAN CYMBIDIUM SOCIETY INC. 


Editor’s Report 


he late Benjamin Samuel Williams, 

author of The Orchid-Grower’s 
Manual published during the 1890’s is 
quoted as saying under the heading CYM- 
BIDIUM, Swartz, “Of the numerous 
species of this genus, but few are admis- 
sible into a choice selection of 
Orchidaceous plants; nevertheless, some 
of them are very handsome and delicate in 
colour.” - 

Was Benjamin inferring that the 
species from this genus of orchids had lit- 
tle to offer when stacked up against some 
of the more colourful and sought after 
genera? He probably was! Perhaps he was 
implying that many of the species had 
very little to offer the hybridiser? Hardly, 
for at the time of him writing, the first 
Cymbidium hybrid had just been regis- 
tered! 


But then, the cold hard facts suggest 
that the majority of modern hybrids can 
be traced back to just a handful of some 
nine or ten species. And so, from a very 
small genetic pool, we have today this 
wonderful array of dazzling colours and 
sizes of flowers, with great keeping qual- 
ities and availability, unequalled by any 
other orchid genera. Cymbidiums truly 
are “King of the Orchids”. 

In this issue David Allen and Rob 
Smith take us to Port Adelaide, not to 
interview the mighty AFL football team 
Port Power (c’arn the Crows), but to give 
us an insight into the 2002 National 
Cymbidium Orchid Show. I’m sure David 
and Rob would have dearly loved to have 


Editorial Panel 


Dean Roesler 
20 Lawson Road 
Kalbeeba, SA 5118 


Tel/Fax: (08) 8522 6886 


Noe Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


been able to walk Benjamin Samuel 
Williams around the show with them, 
pointing out the wonderful progress that 
has been made with cymbidiums during 
this past 100 years. 

An issue weighing heavily on my mind 
is the situation facing Cymbidium judging 
in Australia! Discontent is raging within 
the Cymbidium fraternity over the present 
size class system in which parentage of 
cymbidiums is totally ignored. We must 
quickly return to sanity and a method 
which calls miniature cymbidiums 
Miniatures, and Intermediates and 
Standards likewise, with some knowledge 
of parentage playing an important part in 
that decision-making process. 

Also for your reading pleasure we 
have: Kevin Butler’s insight into 
Cymbidium culture on a commercial scale 
in Japan; Carolin Allen’s review of the 
Cymbidium highlights from the 
OSCOV/Collector’s Corner annual 
orchid show; Rex Johnson’s continuation 
of the bizarre one-upmanship and 
improbable claims about Cymbidium size. 
[Will the instigator respond in a coming 
issue? Ed.]; Rob Smith taking his life in 
his hands and posing some questions on 
Cymbidium seedling definitions; an 
acknowledgement of Phil Grech’s assis- 
tance in identifying the hybridist of a 
crossing featured in an article on interme- 
diates in the previous issue of AOR and, 
finally, a look at some of the current 
results of breeding with Cym. 
Red Beauty. a 

Dean Roesler 
Editor 


Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Vic 3939 
Tel: (03) 5986 1121 
Fax: (03) 5982 1847 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of 
each month (except December, January 
and February) 

Meetings commence 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Lakemba Chapter Remembrance Hall, 
220 Lakemba Street, Lakemba, 
Sydney, N.S.W. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Peter Moore, 

10 Stephanie Street, 

Padstow, N.S.W. 2211 
Phone: (02) 9721 0572 
President, Geoff LeMarne, 

Phone: (02) 9449 9648 


CYMBIDIUM CLUB OF 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 4th Wednesday of 
each month (except December and January) 
Auditorium open from 7.00 p.m. — 
Beginners’ Group commences 7.20 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Burnside Community Centre, 
401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore, Adelaide, S.A. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Yvonne Longbottom, 

12 Joanne Terrace, 

Parafield Gardens S.A. 5107 
Phone: (08) 8258 3435 
President, Ray Brady, 

Phone: (08) 8254 7136 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID CLUB OF 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA INC. 


Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of 
each month (except January and February) 
Benching of plants commences 7.15 p.m. 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Belmont Sports & Recreation Club, 
Abernethy Rd, Belmont, W.A. 

For further details contact 
Secretary, Marilyn Thomas, 

17 Broula Road, Kalamunda, WA 6076 
Phone: (08) 9293 0524 
President, Nado Lenkic 
Phone: (08) 9293 3196 


THE CYMBIDIUM ORCHID SOCIETY 
OF VICTORIA INC. 


Meetings are held on 2nd Tuesday of 
each month (except January) 
Popular Vote commences 7.50 p.m. — 
Main Meeting commences 8.00 p.m. 
Venue: Mt. Waverley Youth Centre, 
Millers Crescent, Mt. Waverley, Victoria. 
For further details contact 
Secretary, Kevin Brown, 

4 Riviera Street, Mt Waverley, Victoria 3149 
Phone: (03) 9808 1224 
President, Ken West, 

Phone: (03) 9725 7513 
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PW Nhe National Cymbidium Show is a 
| chance for me to catch up with the 

Hi. many good friends that we have 
made through this great hobby of ours, and 
the hospitality and goodwill continued 
with Port Adelaide at the 2002 event 
where we received a warm and friendly 
welcome when we finally arrived. 

Our trip to Port Adelaide was not a 
direct one, however, as my wife, Carolin, 
had come up with the idea of a “Port to 
Port” theme for the COSV stand and the 
search was on for some authentic props for 
the display. In the previous July our local 
club put on a bus trip to the Victorian 
Western Districts Orchid Challenge Show 
which was held in Warrnambool this year. 
In the foyer at the show venue the Flagstaff 
Hill Maritime Museum & Village had set 
up a Static display with maritime artefacts, 
just what we needed for our COSV theme 
display. The Flagstaff Hill Maritime 
Museum & Village in Warrnambool is a 
re-creation of a small Australian coastal 
port during the 50 years prior to 1900. It 
presents and preserves materials, artefacts 
and vessels relating to Australia’s early 
maritime history. I highly recommend a 
visit to the Museum & Village if you find 
yourself in Warrnambool. Our friends who 
had organised the show, Graham & Helen 
Taylor, contacted the museum and they 
kindly consented to provide material for 
the COSV display. Graham then collected 
the props for us on the Tuesday before the 
«National Show. The only prop I could not 
fit in my van was the 20 foot mast that 
Graham had some how managed to get 
into his van, thanks mate! 

Our journey to Port Adelaide via 
Warrnambool started very early on 
Wednesday the 8th August and by 7pm 
that night we had decided to stop for the 
night at Robe in South Australia before 
continuing on to Tailem Bend the next day 
where we had arranged to meet up with 
Rob and Noe Smith for morning tea. 
Forming a convoy we headed for our 
motel at Seaton (about 10 minutes from 
the Show venue) after successfully negoti- 
ating the Mount Lofty Ranges. On arrival 
the decision to take a siesta before a relax- 
ing dinner, followed by a quick visit to the 
venue at the Douglas Mawson TAFE at 
Port Adelaide, was unanimous. There 
were a number of very keen exhibiters 
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STAIRWA) 
To 
CYMBIDIUM 
“| HEAVEN 


Champion Display, Gold Display-Commercial Section and Gold Display-Artistic Section. D 


Roesler, P Grech and R Neale. 


already setting up displays when we got 
there. 

The Friday morning set up of the show 
was chaotic, but our welcome was warm 
and friendly despite the frenzied activity. 
There seemed to be plants and people 
everywhere and the judging display area 
was rapidly filling up with a colourful 
array of quality cymbidiums. The two 
hours for setup certainly went quickly and 


before we knew it the judging had started. 
Many hours down the track saw the 
Champions selected and then the next 
phase of display building commenced and 
by 6pm we saw 28 displays set up waiting 
to be judged. 

All the effort that went into our stand 
proved to be very well worth while as the 
COSV stand won the prestigious John 
Mata Trophy for the Best Display by a 


Gold Display-Large Hobbyist Section. P&R Gibson. 
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Grand Champion and Champion Large Flower Type. Cym. Khan Flame 


‘Tuscany’. P&J Sunderland. 


State Club. A big Thank You to all the 
COSV members that helped create our 
stand. 

The members of Cymbidium Club of 
South Australia should be congratulated 
for a truly marvellous National Show. 
There were many outstanding Cymbidium 
exhibits and noteworthy orchids on dis- 
play and the effort and time put into the 28 
display stands presented a floral extrava- 


ganza of Cymbidium orchids for the gen- 
eral public to view and enjoy so, without 
further delay, we'll now take a more 
detailed look at the show. 

The Cymbidium Club of South 
Australia (CCSA) secured a new and dif- 
ferent venue in which to host the 2002 
National Cymbidium Show held on 
August 10th and 11th, at the Douglas 
Mawson TAFE College, situated on the 


Champion Miniature Type. Cym. [Jessie Blakiston x (Winegrove x Whyba)]. M Weston. 


The Australian Orchid Review, October/November 2002 


CYMBIDIUMS AUSTRALIA 


waterfront at Port Adelaide. The site pro- 
vided a suitably large floor area encom- 
passing the whole of the college cafeteria 
(with tables and chairs removed), an 
adjoining lounge area and a linked glass- 
walled room. With floor to ceiling win- 
dows making up the whole of all external 
walls, the display areas were flooded with 
natural light while, at the same time, direct 
sun was prevented from hitting the plants. 

With the support and assistance of the 
City of Port Adelaide-Enfield Council and 
with excellent sponsor support across all 
categories and major support from naming 
rights joint sponsors Van Schaik’s BIO- 
GRO and Fleurijn Orchids-Holland, the 
CCSA and the Australian Cymbidium 
Society (ACS) were able to ensure an 
excellent prize schedule for participating 
exhibitors. The 2002 National Cymbidium 
Show was also the first national show to 
host the Fleurijn Orchids’ Commercial Cut 
Flower category, a Fleurijn Orchids- 
Holland sponsored and judged category 
separate from the show’s ACS judging 
guidelines and input and specifically 
aimed at finding plants suitable for com- 
mercial cut flower production. While 
entries were low in this inaugural year, 
probably because many growers were 
waiting to see what sort of cymbidiums 
would meet the criteria for future refer- 
ence, the winners in the category were cer- 
tainly attractive and floriferous cymbidi- 
ums and, while not of show or award 
shape, that was one feature not required in 
this category. First prize went to Cym. 
(Green Ramp x Cronulla) owned by M&R 
Bray. Second prize was given to Cym. 
Julie Hawkes ‘Hot Ginger’ owned by P&J 
Sunderland, who also were awarded third 
prize with Cym. Julie Hawkes ‘Jubilee 
Bay’. 

As already noted, some 28 stands made 
up the show, comprising a huge number of 
individual plants and cut stems. We don’t 
know if anyone counted the plants 
benched, a daunting task by any standards, 
but with the entries grouped by size and 
colour class on the floor for judging prior 
to the various displays being staged, the 
numbers appeared to be equal to any pre- 
vious national show and the effect was 
simply breathtaking (and a big job for the 
assembled judges). 

Grand Champion of the Show and 
Champion Large Flower was awarded to 
Cym. Khan Flame ‘Tuscany’ owned by 
P&J Sunderland of Kimberley Orchids. 
This large, shapely brown with its white 
lip banded with red has. improved each 
year since its first showing at Ararat in 
2000 and with two upright spikes in prime 
condition it was a worthy winner. Keeping 
the Victorian theme going, Phil Grech pro- 
vided the Champion Intermediate with a 
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Champion Seedling. Cym. Ruby Valley ‘Hooly Dooly’. A Canala. Cym. Khan Flame ‘Rosewood Park’. P&J Sunderland. 


46 The Australian Orchid Review, October/November 2002 


Le eCOe 


The John Mata Challenge Award for best display by a state club. Cymbidium Orchid Society of 
Victoria. 


Detail of COSV display. Winner of the John Mata Challenge Award. 


Gold Display-Cut Stem Only Section. Ezi-Gro Orchids. 
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fine flowering of Cym. One Tree Hill 
‘Doris’. This well-known orchid was pre- 
sented to a high standard. 

Champion Miniature was secured by 
Cym. [Jessie Blakiston x (Winegrove x 
Whyba)], a tall-spiking perky dark pink of 
good shape, owned by M Weston of South 
Australia. The Champion Specimen went 
to Cym. Cherry Cola ‘Classic’ grown by 
E&P Leske. The Champion Novelty 
owned by M Weston was Cym. Valley 
Chestnut ‘Warrior’. Champion Cut Stem 
was won by G Bryant with Cym. Lovely 
Angel ‘Bubbles’. Champion Seedling 
went to the shapely, rich red Cym. Ruby 
Valley “Hooly Dooly’ belonging to A 
Canala, and Champion Pot Plant was won 
by D Wain with Cym. Lancashire Ruby 
“Paradisia’. 

ACS President, Helen Stretch, and 
Show Registrar, Kevin Butler, who had 
both worked tirelessly all day, organised 
the judges and collected voting sheets until 
all judges has voted on all stands. The 
results, once tallied, saw Champion 
Display go to D Roesler, P Grech and R 
Neale for their “Stairway to Cymbidium 
Heaven” concept, a well-designed, well- 
executed and uncluttered display of qual- 
ity cymbidiums that also won Commercial 
Gold Display and Most Artistic Gold 
Display for the trio. 

Cut Stems Only Display was won by 
Ezi-Gro Orchids with a strikingly different 
concept using tall vase-like silver cones to 
hold the massed cut stems. P&R Gibson 
took out the Large Hobbyist Display gold 
sash, and K Rickard won the Small 
Hobbyist Display gold sash. As previously 
mentioned, the John Mata Challenge 
Award trophy went to the Cymbidium 
Orchid Society of Victoria for their nauti- 
cal-themed “Port to Port” display. 

The show’s official opening by Mike 
Rann, Premier of South Australia, and the 
ABC Radio’s gardening expert, Malcolm 
Campbell, was held on the Saturday morn- 
ing. Following the opening, judges, 
exhibitors and workers at last got the 
chance to view the show for the sheer plea- 
sure of admiring so many quality cymbid- 
iums, along with the general public who 
kept up a steady steam during opening 
hours and clustered in the sales area 
throughout both days. 

Saturday also allowed the opportunity 
to talk with overseas visitors to the event, 
Roy and Lee Neale, who I think had the 
distinction of being the first international 
exhibitors at a national cymbidium show. 
Roy and Lee, from New Zealand, were 
unfortunately victims of their national air- 
line which managed to crush all their 
boxes of cut stems leaving only one or two 
left in any condition to display, but who 
never-the-less enjoyed the event and 
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admitted to being amazed at the huge 
number of cymbidiums exhibited in com- 
parison to anything staged in New 
Zealand. Despite the loss of so many 
orchid stems, these two lovely people were 
friendly, happy and so enthusiastic they 
plan on returning next year to the national 
show at Ararat with, hopefully, a fine dis- 
play of stems free of airline modification. 
Also visiting, from the United States of 
America, were Paul and Janet Gripp. Paul, 
now supposedly retired, established Santa 
Barbara Orchid Estate in 1957 and the 
nursery is currently now run by his chil- 
dren. Paul and Janet also proved to be 
wonderfully friendly people and were 
excellent ambassadors for their country. 
The official presentation of the major 
show prizes was conducted aboard the MV 
Queen Adelaide after dinner and while 
cruising the Port River. During an enjoy- 
able evening where Dean Roesler acted as 
Master of Ceremonies and _ stand-up 
comic, CCSA President Ray Brady, 
assisted by ACS President Helen Stretch, 
managed to complete the evening’s cere- 
monies with a good balance between their 
duties and everyone’s desire to relax, chat, 
eat, drink, and be merry. Mr Roesler 
revealed a hidden talent as a comedian, 
with Paul Gripp being a good sport as the 


ORCHID SPECIAL 
A&B FERTILISERS 


Food for all Orchid 
Species 

Crystalline — fully water 
soluble — _ especially 
manufactured for better 
orchids. Rich in 8 essential 
mineral trace elements. 


ORCHID SPECIAL A (Yellow 
Compound) 11.13.16 


Applied at initiation of flower spikes and continued 

through to the end of flowering. The high phosphorus 

and potassium and the low nitrogen content stimulates 
flowering and ensures a better bloom. 


ORCHID SPECIAL B (Blue 
Compound) 30.4.8 


For established plants, applied at completion of 

flowering through to initiation of flower spikes. Young 

and developing orchids should be fed regularly the 

whole year. The high nitrogen stimulates plant growth 

and plant vigour. Packed in 500g and 3kg units. Periodic 

feeding 15g in 5 litres of water. Regular 
feeding 2g in 5 litres of water. 


f Campbell Orchid Special A&B 
Fertilisers “just for good orchids” 


For the name of your local supplier contact: 


NSW: Products of Excellence (02) 9417 0277, Beresford 
Park Nursery Supplies (02) 4966 5477, Frank Slattery 
Orchids (02) 9150 7985. ACT: C.1.C. Supplies (02) 6241 
7477. VIC: Fertool Distributors (03) 9796 4433. QLD: 
Burnell Agencies (07) 3394 2211, J.C. & A.T. Searle (07) 
5497 2022. WA: Nurserymens Supplies 
(08) 9353 2536. SA: Munns Lawn Co. P/L (08) 8277 8000. 
NT: Tropigro (08) 8984 3200. 


A product of 
COLIN CAMPBELL (CHEMICALS) PTY. LTD. 
5 Blackfriar Place, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164 
Telephone (02) 9725 2544 Fax: (02) 9604 7768 
P.O. Box 6789, Wetherill Park, NSW 2164. 
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Cym. Little Sarah ‘74’. Paradisia Nursery. 


subject of one of Dean’s jokes ... Dean 
eventually rounded off the evening with a 
joke he certainly wouldn’t tell to the con- 
gregation at church the following morn- 
ing! 

By four o’clock on the Sunday after- 
noon it was time to pull down yet another 
successful and enjoyable national cymbid- 
jum show and, despite the only rain over 
the weekend coming in the form of a series 
of squalls as props and plants were being 
loaded for the trip home, no-one’s good 
mood was seriously dampened. The com- 
mittee and workers from CCSA had done 
a fine job of organising and staging the 
show and, along with Helen and Kevin, 
had ensured the event ran as smoothly as 
possible. The exhibitors from all states had 


done themselves and Australian cymbidi- 
ums proud, and the sponsors and the City 
of Port Adelaide-Enfield had ensured the 
financial success of the event. We are sure 
that everyone who possibly can will be 


back again for the 2003 National 
Cymbidium Show when it returns to the 
place of its birth, the Rural City of Ararat 
in Victoria, to once again display the latest 
in Cymbidium development, the best in 
cymbidiums of all types, and the finest 
Cymbidium culture anywhere in the world, 
just as they did in Port Adelaide for 2002 
... well done South Australia! | 


David Allen 
18 Wootten Crescent 
Langwarrin, Victoria 3910 


“The best fragrance of all...” 


So said Don Burke when describing 
the fragrance of Australia’s brown boronia. 
This same fragrance is available in one of our 
most popular Cymbidiums... 


Brunette ‘Chocolate Mint’? AD/AOC 
Hybidised by Simon Lenkic of Simon Lenkic 
Orchids, the exquisite fragrance of this exotic 
Cymbidium sinense hybrid has been in demand 
since it was awarded in 1981, 17 years ago. 
This popular and timeless appeal is evident in 
many of the selected Cymbidiums we choose 
to offer our customers. 

Phone or send for your Catalogue today. 


Free catalogue available 

In our regular Cymbidium Catalogue you will 
find a large range of miniatures, intermediates 
and standards. Most are selected for eye 
appeal plus ease of growth and flowering. 


Ask for your free Catalogue today 
We are open from June to October inclusive. 
6 days a week, 10am to 5pm, closed Tuesdays. 

Other times by appointment. 


Peter Chiles Orchids 


5 Peacock Avenue GAWLER SA 5188 
Phone: (08) 85223883 
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Kawano Mericlone 


Company 


uring my trip to the Japan Grand 

Prix this year I was fortunate in that 
my friend Fumi Sugijama took me to a 
nursery that specialises in cymbidiums. 
The nursery is situated on one of the 
small islands of Japan, Shikoku, near the 
city of Osaka. 

The land that Kawano Mericlone 
Company is situated on is broken up into 
many different areas that specialises in 
different functions. The main reason is 
that land is very expensive in Japan and 
it would be difficult to purchase one site. 
Also it is difficult to flower cymbidiums 
in most areas of Japan, as the summers 
are hot. Japanese orchid growers have 
informed me that it is cheaper to heat 
than keep a growing area cool. Large 
Cymbidium plants are normally trans- 
ported to the mountains or grown in the 
mountains in order to initiate flowering. 

The main office and laboratory were 
visited first. At the office a staff member 
that spoke a little English welcomed me. 
He had visited Australia seeking new 
Cymbidium cultivars. He first showed 
me their large flask room. The area is 
used to house. the half a million 
Cymbidium flasks produced each year. 
These flasks are made up of 30-40 meri- 
clones and 400 different crosses. The 
flasks are kept at a temperature of 18°C 
- 25°C. What surprised me is that the 
conical flasks were only half full, con- 
taining approximately six strong plants 
per flask. Adjacent to the flasking room 
was an area used to harden off the plants 
before they are taken out of the bottle. 
Here the flask lids are taken off and the 
floor is flooded with water to keep the 
humidity up high. 

Next I was taken upstairs in another 
building. Off came the shoes again and I 
was advised to wear slip on shoes instead 
of lace-ups as I was continually keeping 
the others waiting while doing up my 
shoelaces. 

The laboratory appeared to be a ster- 
ile, air-filtered room. The workers wore 
white overalls, white caps on their heads 
and a mask over their faces, like you see 


Text and photography by Kevin Butler 


Headquarters and laboratory. 


on television. They have two rooms with 
nine work- stations. The workers worked 
at an incredible pace. Once the plants 
had been transferred, the bottles were 
stamped using a numbering machine. I 


Flask room. 


The Australian Orchid Review, October/November 2002 


was next shown the preparation room. 
Apples were seen on one of the counters. 
They are used in the orchid flask media. 
Three workers were employed here. The 
lady filling the empty conical bottles 
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Vinyl houses in the mountains. 


Display house. 
Cymbidiums for sale. 
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Community pot growing area. 


Inside a vinyl house. 
Display building for retail sales. 


with hot media worked at an amazing 
pace and with great judgement as all the 
flasks appeared to have the same quan- 
tity of media without it being accurately 
measured. 

Across a narrow road were several 
glasshouses where the small plants are 
deflasked. This is another area with high 
humidity, as it appeared misty in this 
glasshouse. The humidity is kept at 90%. 
Because of the high humidity, the plants 
are sprayed with a fungicide two to three 
times per month. The plants are 
deflasked into a community pot, a jiffy 
pot of about 10cm diameter. Sphagnum 
moss is used as the media. These plants 
are also kept at 18°C-25°C and are liquid 
fertilised once per month. 

Flasks are not sold at all to reduce the 
chance of proliferation. Plants are sold 
mostly to other growers at the commu- 
nity pot stage. Kawano Mericlone 
Company has more than 300 customers 
that constantly buy from them. A lot of 
these customers are known in Japan as 
farmers. They grow the plants until they 
flower then sell them at one of the big 
plant auction markets. 

Clones are chosen that will flower 
successfully and be ready for sale in a 
period of three years from flask. 

Next I was taken on a ride up a steep 
incline to the mountaintop. It was a lot 
cooler there. Here the plants are out of 
community pots and grown to maturity. 
A minimum of 10°C-12°C is maintained 
here even though the outside tempera- 
ture would often fall to freezing. 

The potting media used is a fine grade 
of pine bark. The near flowering size and 
flowering size plants are grown in long 
pots with a diameter of 15cm and a 
length of 25cm. 

If a plant produces only one or two 
racemes then the racemes are cut off and 
sold as cut flowers. Flower racemes are 
sold for $15-$20 in the retail shop. Plants 
are sold at the auction market or retail 
shop only when they produce three to 
four flower racemes per plant. Most 
plants are sold by auction. At the big 
flower auction markets, the plants are 
purchased by plant wholesalers. They 
then sell them on to florists and orchid 
retailers. Plants sell at the auction for 
$35-$40. These plants are sold in lovely 
ceramic pots usually a navy blue colour. 
These cost the grower about $10. The 
true value the farmer gets for his plants 
is $25-$30. 

Only intermediates and small stan- 
dards are grown by Kawano Mericlone 
Company. The reason for this is that it 
takes just as long to grow a miniature 


Cym. Hya Kurakuka trained as a pendulous. 


Cym. Hya Kurakuka. 
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type to maturity and because the flowers 
are so small it doesn’t have the same pic- 
turesque impact. 

While at the mountain I saw a stun- 
ning red standard which I think was 
being trialed. It was called Cym. Joy 
Police “Smile Shower’. Plant growth 
| habit was excellent for a red. Flower 
} count was not high, about eight on a 
| raceme but the plants had not reached 
| their full maturity. 
| The display glasshouse was our next 
destination. Kawano Mericlone 
Company has two - one on either side of 
a road that leads to the headquarters and 
laboratory. One display house has a 
small restaurant and gift shop. 

In these display houses are fantastic 
Cymbidium specimens with some plants 
having an exceptional number of 
racemes for sale. Plants sell here for 
$130-$200. 

At the restaurant I was given a drink of 
Cymbidium-flavoured tea. Following 
this and some discussion we had a bowl 
of noodles, which was also supposed to 
be Cymbidium-flavoured. If they used a 
portion of the Cymbidium plant for 
flavouring then it is very mild. The 
Cymbidium-flavoured tea and noodles 
were on sale for customers to purchase. I 
purchased wineglasses with a lovely 
pink Cymbidium motif on them. There 
were many other items for sale with 
Cymbidium flowers on them, including 
bottles of wine. The wine-flavoured ice 
cream tasted good. 

I purchased one plant, a pink interme- 
diate with a very full, cuppy shape called 
| Cym. Lucky Gloria ‘Fukomakami’. This 
plant has a good raceme arrangement. I 
noticed a large specimen plant of Cym. 
| Brunette on display. It was purchased 
during a buying trip to an Adelaide show. 
It was also interesting to see a small stan- 
dard with lots of flowers on several 
racemes trained so the racemes cascaded 
down. The colour of the flower was 
nearly pure white. A large form of Cym. 
Sarah Jean ‘Ice Cascade’. 

Many things are required for a 
Cymbidium to become a desirable pot 
plant. Plant growth and habit have to be 
compact with each new growth having 
the ability to produce at least two flower 
racemes per bulb. For stem arrangement 
the flowers must be arranged equally 
around the raceme. Flowers should also 
touch so there are no gaps on the raceme. 
Colours have to be bright. Pinks are pop- 
| ular, also pure colours. Spotted label- 
lums are acceptable, but blushed label- 
lums are most popular. Upright racemes 
that are slightly taller than the foliage is 
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Cym. Lucky Gloria ‘Fukumokami’. 


also required. 

The staff of Kawano Mericlone 
Company state that the perfect pot plant 
Cymbidium for the Japanese market 
occurs in one out of several million to ten 
million seedlings. In other words, once 
every 10-20 years. In other words, a mir- 
acle. Three orchids that approach these 
requirements are ‘Amimistui-Hime’, 
Princes Masako, and Great Flower 
‘Marie Laurencin’. 

A few more facts about Kawano 
Mericlone Company. Seventy-five 
employees work for Kawano Orchids. 


Cym. Great Flower ‘Marie Laurencin’. 


The total area of the nursery covers 
91,000 square metres on which there are 
26 buildings, 16 green rooms and 65 
vinyl houses covering an area of 21,000 
square metres. Michio Kawano who is 
still the current president started the 
business in 1977. He started growing 
orchids in 1965. 
I hope you enjoyed this insight into 
one of the Japanese orchid nurseries. Hf 
Kevin Butler 
Ezi-Gro Orchids 
Landsdale Road 
Evandale, Western Australia 5069 
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seedling and Size Class 
Definitions 


yee you might say, a seedling is an 
immature plant grown on from seed. 
Just about every orchid grower has a few 
seedlings, or possibly even community 
pots full of them. Well, that’s the easy part 
of defining what constitutes a seedling, but 
what about when those little plants grow 
up and begin to flower? 

From the orchid grower’s perspective 
the definition of a seedling relating to a 
plant in flower being benched at an orchid 
show, club meeting, or some other venue, 
is a totally contrived one. It certainly isn’t 
the dictionary definition that describes a 
seedling as an immature plant prior to 
flowering - and it isn’t the definition out- 
lined above that refers to the immature 
stage from the seedpod onward. Usually, 
the definition of a seedling for show pur- 
poses follows one of two options, a plant 
grown from seed, whole and undivided, 
flowering for the first time or, a plant 
grown from seed, whole and undivided, 
shown for the first time. 

Anyone new to, or unfamiliar with, 
showing orchids (and in our case, cymbid- 
iums), may find the first option logical, 
reasoning that once a plant flowers it is no 
longer immature and should cease to be 
considered a seedling. Most definitions 
also stipulate that the “seedling” status 
only applies to the season in which it first 
flowered, allowing for plants that may 
have a second flush of flowers in that first 
season. But, some orchids may flower 
very young and, perhaps, produce blooms 
which aren’t capable of doing the plant’s 
potential justice, hence option two 

Option two allows for seedlings that 
flower before the plant has attained suffi- 
cient size to do itself justice to be “held 
back” from exhibition until the plant 
reaches a size where it can flower at a level 
close to its ultimate potential. 

The problems begin to arise, as far as 
some people are concerned, with just how 
long a plant can be “held back” and how 
big and robust can it become and still fit 
into the first-show seedling class. As such 
seedling definitions currently stand, there 
is no effective limit. Such a seedling can be 
grown to virtually any size? - eight, nine or 
ten years old? - in a 300mm pot? - six, nine 
or a dozen bulbs? - several inflorescences? 


Text by Rob Smith 


- as long as a grower can maintain the plant 
without the need for division. 

While flowering seedling definitions 
and rules were drawn up purely to cover 
the presentation of orchids for competi- 
tion, there are other factors that come into 
play when considering the topic. Perhaps 
foremost among those factors are the pos- 
sible commercial implications and matura- 
tion time, not only from the point of view 
of those who sell orchids and make a liy- 
ing from them, but also from the point of 
view of those who buy them. Most orchids 
(and cymbidiums are no exception) take a 
long time to grow to flowering size and 
most orchid growers would agree that if 
they can obtain orchids which flower well 
for them in a shorter time and have quality 
flowers into the bargain, then they’ll take 
them. 

In his recent article for Cymbidiums 
Australia, New Zealand’s Roy Neale made 
some thought-provoking comments on 
seedlings and the desirability of vigorous, 
fast-maturing plants. As someone who 
wants to see the development, popularity 
and culture of cymbidiums go from 
strength to strength here in Australia I too 
feel it’s time we began to pay more atten- 
tion to desirable features such as vigour, 
floriferousness, multi-spiking properties, 
etcetera, not just flower shape and size. At 
the end of the day that’s what the shown 
for the first time definition is all about - 
bigger, fuller flowers and more of them, to 
impress the judges. It has grown out of a 
judging system centred about large (stan- 
dard) type flower breeding and which 
declared the plant irrelevant, being only a 
vehicle to produce the flowers. In essence, 
only one flower on a spike was considered, 
with the rest only adding points for the 
number of them on the spike, their spacing 
and the spike strength or, if displaying 
faults of blemishes, to penalise or disqual- 
ify the exhibit. 

In an attempt to take a progressive step, 
the Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria 
developed a new (third) seedling defini- 
tion, declaring that a seedling be “the 
entire plant grown from seed. It refers to 
an immature plant showing potential. For 
show purposes the plant maintains its 
seedling status for the current flowering 
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season.” In other words, no either one or 
the other, show it first flowering, or hold it 
back if the plant is too immature, but 
remember that the judges are expected to 
consider whether the plant is immature 
and if it has potential. In other words, hold 
it back too long and it may lose out to a 
plant with, perhaps, a few less flowers on 
the spike or a little bit smaller in flower 
size but with potential to improve, while 
yours may be considered past immature 
and as good as it may ever get. 

No doubt there would be many who 
could argue that this definition is no less 
contrived, or no less flawed than the two 
older alternatives and they’d probably be 
right, but at least it shows at attempt to 
tackle the problem and asks the judges to 
consider a little more than just flower size 
and number. 

If we truly want better cymbidiums, 
where better means more than just a bigger 
or fuller flower, then we need to re-evalu- 
ate how we judge them and what attributes 
we define as desirable. 

The grouping of cymbidiums by flower 
size is another area which must be a puz- 
zle to enthusiasts who are new to orchids. 
After all, it is a bit of a puzzle to those who 
have been growing them for years. 

Initially, the emphasis on the large flow- 
ered species and the hybrids bred from 
them meant size classes were irrelevant 
then, with the development of miniature 
Cymbidium hybrids and, progressively, the 
hybrids made combining the large flow- 
ered and small flowered types, the three 
classes - miniature, intermediate, and stan- 
dard (large flowered type) - were born. 

At one point (and still, under some judg- 
ing systems) arbitrary measurements of 
flowers determined where a Cymbidium 
sat within the size classes, but Cymbidium 
clubs and now, the AOC, have moved 
away from this approach, at least in theory. 
Under ACS judging guidelines, the size 
classes are referred to as large flower type, 
intermediate flower type and miniature 
flower type, with a size range noted for the 
purposes of guidance. But, surely, the 
important word is “type”. For example, an 
intermediate type would be a Cymbidium 
essentially or originally derived from the 
combination of a miniature parent and a 
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BRYANTS ORCHIDS 


ABN 17-372 564 828 


Where parentage Is important 


Coming Soon: Joan’s Charisma ‘Vanity’ 


November 2002 will see the release of our final Annual Mailing List 
which will include new mericlones as well as com-pots of Cymbidium 
seedlings. Don’t miss one of your last chances to get some of the 
world’s finest Cymbidium hybrids: Don’t phone because we will not 
answer. If you want a copy of our list include a stamp with your address. 
Orders can be placed by post, fax or email. In October and November 
the nursery is open Fridays 9-4 and Saturdays 9 to noon — but closed to 
visitors at all other times. 


22-26 Cook Street, Kurnell NSW 2231 Australia 
Fax (02) 9668 8119 —_ Email: bryantsorchids@aol.com 
Website: bryantsorchids.com.au 


Dream Temple x Space Symphony 


Write or phone for var. Superstar HCC 


current mericlone 
or seedling list. 
Plants available in 
compot to flower- 
ing size. Laboratory 
setvice also 
available. 
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large flowered parent, hence the name 
intermediate (between the two sizes). It 
would also be expected to exhibit charac- 
teristics of the two types in flower and 
growth. So surely an immature, or poorly 
grown, or unusually small flowered large 
flower type based on its breeding, isn’t an 
intermediate because of a ruler measure- 
ment, or at least it shouldn’t be. Likewise, 
should on overly cuppy and, therefore, 
smaller-measuring intermediate be classed 
as a miniature, or classed as what it truly is 
based in its breeding? 

Without taking breeding into account, 
what will become of many of the older 
hybrids still commonly grown? Will the 
likes of Cym. Claude Pepper, Cym. 
Sensation, Cym. Kiata or Cym. 
Masquerade, for example, become inter- 
mediates? Obviously based on breeding 
they have always been large flowered 
types. 

Other areas which add weight to the def- 
inition by type, as opposed to the ruler, are 
the issues of culture and maturity. It’s not 
unheard of for two plants of the same cul- 
tivar or clone to appear in show results as 
winning prizes in different size classes 
based on flower size. Surely a puzzling sit- 
uation to not only the public, but often to 
the plants’ owners as well. Likewise, the 
classification of immature plants by size 
alone may lead to embarrassing problems 
a year or two on when the then mature 
plant flowers in its true size class. It’s also 
not uncommon for an immature large 
flowered type to flower under 90mm 
across initially, but larger once it has 
grown up. Or, of course, it may just be a 
runt. Every litter or, in our case, seedpod, 
produces them. If two large flowered par- 
ents which measure around 120mm or so 
produce a seedling with flowers 80mm 
across, should it be benched in the inter- 
mediate class or go straight in the bin or 
incinerator? Perhaps keep it if you like it, 
but maybe just enjoy it at home, not bench 
it in the smaller size class. 

Surely the subject of plant classification 
should be an issue where commonsense 
must prevail and the concept of type take 
over from the slavish devotion to the ruler 
and all its associated problems and incon- 
sistencies? Perhaps the various state judg- 
ing panels and club committees will initi- 
ate discussion on the matter, a suggestion 
for which they will probably not think too 
kindly of me for but, quite likely, cymbid- 
iums will ultimately be the winners which 
ever way the decision goes. 


Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 
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Collector’s Corner - Orchid World 


emarkably, the weather for this 

incredible event was wonderful. In 
previous years it has either been bad or 
atrocious but this year’s combination of 
good weather and excellent advertising 
saw all previous records broken with the 
largest crowd yet attending to view the 
displays from 28 societies and four com- 
mercial stands. A floral extravaganza 
was presented for the general public to 
admire including many theme displays, 
which are a feature of the show, and 
competition is keen among the societies 
to collect those cherished sashes for best 
displays. 


Cym. Julie Hawkes ‘Melody’ HCC/COSV. 
Owned by Kimberley Orchids. 


Text by Carolin Allen 


Cymbidiums were well represented at 
this event. In fact, the Champion Orchid 
of the Show went to Cym. One Tree Hill 
‘John’s Quest’ exhibited by Phil Grech. 
This plant, benched with the Gippsland 
Orchid Club’s display, was the best 
intermediate Cymbidium I have seen. It 
was well grown and superbly presented 
with nine racemes carrying an average 
of 16 flowers each and received an 
Award of Merit from the OSCOV and 
COSV judging panels. 

The Champion Miniature Cymbidium 
also coming from the Gippsland stand 
was Ken McLean’s specimen plant of 


Cym. Kirby Lesh ‘Zodiac’ HCC/COSV. Owned 
by Kimberley Orchids. 
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Cym. Orkney “Pink Heather’, which is 
an older type plant but took the honours 
against the newer hybrids. 

Kimberley Orchids presented a dis- 
play full of top quality cymbidiums 
including a number of hybrids that had 
Cym. Red Beauty as one parent, with 
several Cym. Julie Hawkes and Cym. 
Kirby Lesh varieties showing excep- 
tional quality. Cym. Julie Hawkes 
‘Melody’ and Cym. Kirby Lesh ‘Zodiac’ 
both received HCC’s from the COSV 
judging panel at the show. Kimberley 
Orchids also received awards from the 
COSV judging panel for Cym. Kelly’s 


Cym. Lunakira ‘Midas’ HCC/COSV. Owned by 
Kimberley Orchids. 
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Miriam Ann 
Orchids 


Alan & Miriam Merriman 
89 Levy Street, 
Glenbrook NSW 2773 
The Orchid People 


Sydney’s only one 
stop Orchid Shop 
We carry a large range of 
orchid requisits 
Port Pots always in stock 
We have a large range of 
Tassie Spag. Moss in all pack sizes 
Stakes - Water Breakers 
Nie-co Rolls 
Thermometers 
PH and EC Meters 
Sydney Agent for Woolf Orchidculture 
ALAN’S FERTLIZER 
HANDBOOK 
Price $10.45 including postage 
ALAN’S PEST and DISEASE 
HANDBOOK 
Price $18.70 per copy including postage 
* Nursery open most weekends 
for all your orchid requisits 
* Growing classes held monthly 


PHONE: 0247 395 141 
Fax 0247 398 090 


email: mirannorchids @ emunet.com.au 
web: www.emunet.com.au/~mirannorchids/ 
9 BANKCARD, MASTERCARD AND VISA 


Do you love 
Cymbidiums and 
Paphiopedilums? 


The Cymbidium Society of 
America invites you to join 


Membership includes six issues 
of the colourful 
Orchid Adventures magazine 


CURRENT ANNUAL DUES 
US$30.00 


(Includes Surface mail postage) 


ADD US$20.00 for overseas Air Mail 


[VISA, MASTERCARD, JCB or 
cheques in U.S. funds only] 


c/o Matthew Swift, 
Membership Secretary 
6658 Carnelian Street, 

Rancho Cucamonga, 
CA 91701-4515 USA 
Phone/Fax 909-483-5590 
E-mail cymsociety @ prodigy.net 
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Cym. One Tree Hill ‘John’s Quest’ AM/OSCOV-COSV. Champion of the Show and owned by P 
Grech. 


Cym. Once Tree Hill ‘John’s Quest’ AM/OSCOV-COSV. 


oe : 
Part of the Cymbidium Orchid Society of Victoria club display. 
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Winter ‘Gold Sovereign’ AM, Cym. 
Lunakira ‘Midas’ HCC, and a 
Certificate of Excellence _ for 
Outstanding Culture for Cym. Royale 
Fare ‘No.5’. The Champion Large 
Flower Cymbidium was Cym. Khan 
Flame “Tuscany’ was also exhibited by 
Kimberley Orchids. Congratulations to 
Peter, Joyce and Jennifer on their won- 
derful array of cymbidiums, and desery- 
ing winners of the Reserve Champion 
Display by a Commercial Grower. 

Another commercial display of qual- 
ity cymbidiums was presented by 
Paradisia Nursery, which is the growing 
arm of Collectors Corner - Orchid 
World. They presented a number of pen- 
dulous plants featuring their Cym. Little 
Sarah hybrids. 

The COSV display featured a number 
of well grown and presented cymbidi- 
ums exhibited by our members and the 
club won the prize for the Champion 
Single Genera Display . The COSV sec- 
retary, Kevin Brown, was extremely 
proud to win first prize in the intermedi- 
ate pastel class with his plant of Cym. 
Without Peer ‘Soft Touch’. The stand 
featured a number of new seedlings, 
with Cym. Dolly ‘Featherhill’ hybrids 
coming to the fore. Two seedlings of 
Cym. (Touchstone x Dolly) exhibited by 
Andy and Jan Leamon, and four 
seedlings of Cym. (Culpaulin x Dolly) 
exhibited by both Terry Poulton and 
Andy and Jan Leamon, certainly caught 
my eye. 

Other eye-catching cymbidiums at 
the show included Cym. Rotorua ‘Spell- 
bound’, a mutation of Cym. Rotorua 
‘Rose’ that had variegated leaves and 
feathered flowers, exhibited by 
Paradisia Nursery. The Warrnambool 
display stand featured a number of nov- 
elty cymbidiums, with Cym. (Sunset 
‘Maytime’ x Red Beauty ‘Prins 
Frederika’), exhibited by Helen and 
Graham ‘Taylor, being awarded a 
Certificate of Excellence for Distinctive 
Feature by the COSV judging panel. 

To all who participated in the show — 
Congratulations! This is surely the best 
all genera orchid show in the Southern 
Hemisphere. Well done OSCOV and 
Collector’s Corner for once again stag- 
ing and coordinating an event that has 
proven to be so impressive and popular 
each year that the public turn out in their 
thousands to marvel at the orchids and 
displays. 

Carolin Allen 
18 Wootten Crescent 
Langwarrin, Victoria 3910 
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Cym. (Sunset x Red Beauty) CE-DF/COSV. Owned by H&G Taylor. 


Cym. Orkney ‘Pink Heather’ HCC/COSV, CE-OC/COSV. Champion Miniature and owned by 
K McLean. 


Oe ES 


Cym. Royale Fare ‘No. 5’ CE-OC/COSV. 
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FOXFIRE ORCHIDS 


‘Gold Dust’ is a rich 
yellow from our PR1047 
cross. It won champion 
seedling at the 
CCHRCS_ show at 
Lake Macquarie Fair 

in August 2002 after 
having been out since 
mid July. 


‘Gold Dust’ represents a 


quality result from qual- 
ity parents. 


Our current catalogue 
features a diverse range of 


cymbidium seedlings in Tracey Reddaway x (Winter Wonder 
flask x Valya’s Fanfare) ‘Gold Dust’ 


Send for your free copy. 


P.O. Box 639, Gosford, N.S.W. 2250 
Phone/Fax: (02) 4374 1353 
Email: foxfireorchids @optusnet.com.au 


Introducing... 
(Valley Bay x Mat 


Another fine, new, early season 
clone from a cross that has consis- 
tently produced nicely shaped 
flowers. We expect this and its 
siblings will produce excellent 
progeny. 
The current Cymbidium flowering 
season has seen more of our 
seedlings flower for the first time. 
For some years we have been 
busy creating new clones that have strong, erect racemes that 
virtually require no support and our efforts are being rewarded. 


We have also been concentrating on flower shape, size and produc- 
tion as well as feature labellums. Photos of a range of those selected 
for future breeding can also be previewed on our internet site. 


As well as being substantially expanded and updated at the close of 
the current flowering season, our Internet site will also contain a 
preview of our extensive 2003 Cymbidium seedling flask range and | 
some examples of our non-Cymbidium parent plants. 
Our contact details are: 
Post: 1265 Western Port Hwy Langwarrin Vic 3910 
Phone: (03) 9782 2668 Fax: (03) 9782 2469 

site: www.glenorchids.com.au 
ail: glenorchids @ebbs.com.au 
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WN Jhen the first ever issue of 

vy Y Cymbidiums Australia appeared in 
the Australian Orchid Review, Vol. 60 
No. 4, way back in August 1995, a feature 
article on Cym. Red Beauty written by Dr 
Geoff LeMarne graced its pages. Geoff 
wrote his article at a time when Cym. Red 
Beauty was on the rise as a major stud 
plant, particularly in crossings of the 
large flower type and with strong colours 
often being the aim. Since that time, and 
Geoff’s excellent overview of Cym. Red 
Beauty hybridising up to that point, the 
grex has passed through a period where it 
was something of a “flavour of the 
month” in Cymbidium terms in that it was 
crossed with just about everything avail- 
able. With the availability of a number of 
the Cym. Red Beauty clones in converted 
tetraploid form, including the very large 
flowered dark pink ‘Rembrandt’ (syn. 
‘Nettie’), the large flowered orange/red 
‘Prins Frederika’, the dark pink/red 
‘Carmen’ and the red ‘Bronze Delight’, 
the way opened up for a range of new 
tetraploid hybrids with the possibility of 
hybridisers developing new material for 
future breeding. 

Today, the Cym. Red Beautys have 
probably passed their peak of popularity, 
although hybrids with potential are, or 
still can be, made and hybrids made since 
Geoff’s article are still being flowered. 
Numerous second generation Cym. Red 
Beauty hybrids are also flowering, grow- 
ing up, or are being made with some 
results shown to date providing encour- 
aging results. Certainly the Cym. Red 
Beautys, in combination with other well 
chosen grexes have helped develop some 
striking and outstanding large flowered 
hybrids. A degree of vigour and florifer- 
ousness has been added to the red- 
coloured large flowered cymbidiums, not 
exclusively by the Cym. Red Beautys, but 
they have certainly been major contribu- 
tors. For some people the results achieved 
in terms of large flower size may be the 
stand out contribution from the grex, 
while for others the results achieved 
when the aim has been high colour devel- 
opment in oranges, fiery ambers and red 
has been the most appealing. 


The following observations and 
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Cym. Irene Martin ‘Golden Years’ - owned by Rob and Noe Smith. 
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- owned by Rob and Noe Smith. 


Cym. Camouflage Candy ‘The Lip’ - owned by Rob and Noe Smith. 
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accompanying pictures are not intended 
to make up a comprehensive review of 
Cym. Red Beauty as a parent, there are 
simply too many of its hybrids in exis- 
tence and many of those made overseas 
are unavailable here in Australia. Rather, 
this article and the second installment to 
follow in the next issue are an attempt to 
illustrate the results seen from a number 
of hybrids that, hopefully, represent a part 
of Cym. Red Beauty’s effect on modern 
Cymbidium hybrids. 

Cym. Kirby Lesh is perhaps one of the 
most well known Cym. Red Beauty 
hybrids grown and flowered in Australia 


and has been popular since its first show 
bench success at the inaugural National 
Cymbidium Show at Ararat, where a 
seedling from this Andy Easton cross of 
Cym. (Red Beauty ‘Rembrandt’ x Pink 
Champagne ‘Featherhill’) won Grand 
Champion of the show. The results 
achieved from this crossing have tended 
to be in pink tones as might be expected, 
with some showing quite heavy spotting 
and striping where the generally stripey 
markings from Cym. Red Beauty have 
combined with the spots from Cym. Pink 
Champagne. Most of the progeny have 
exhibited good flower size and long, nat- 
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Minimum of 5 plants per cross 


_Cym. Frae For All ‘Best Pink’ 


Orders of $120 or more sent Freight Free. Small orders add $10 for freight/packaging. 
CHECK AVAILABILITY by phoning 1800 999 707 


— 
ZEGRO 


Cym (Fitzgerald Glade x Trinity Hall) 
; I 


“Yellow Ball’ 


ORCHIDS 


urally arching inflorescences with aver- 
age to good flower counts. 

Cym. Julie Hawkes originally pro- 
duced by South Australia’s noted show 
bench grower Vic Haskard combined the 
popular show standard Cym. Kelly’s 
Winter ‘Patricia’ with Cym. Red Beauty 
‘Bronze Delight’ 2n, producing a hybrid 
with an impressively wide colour range. 
Cym. Julie Hawkes, both in the original 
crossing and in the remakes, has deliv- 
ered colours from white through to yel- 
low and green, to pink, orange, salmon, 
amber and bronzy tones. Dean Roesler 
remade the cross using Cym. Red Beauty 
‘Prins Frederika’ 4n, as did Peter 
Sunderland who used ‘Rembrandt’ 4n 
(syn. ‘Nettie’). The combination of the 
white Cym. Winter Wonder, the green 
Cym. Vanguard, the red Cym. Tapestry 
and the green, yellow and polychrome 
producing Cym. Lois Kelly, all in the 
make up of the two parents of Cym. Julie 
Hawkes provided the genetics for such a 
rainbow of colours. In all its incarnations 
Cym. Julie Hawkes has produced large 
flowers in good numbers on strong inflo- 
rescences and, while many have shown 
pastel tones, strong colour has resulted in 
some examples. Labellums have gener- 
ally been bold and highlighted by red 
bands, either solid or spotted and 
blotched. While many examples from the 
cross have delivered show bench shape, 
the spike habit and floriferousness of the 
cross has meant that a number of poten- 
tial commercial cut flower clones have 
also resulted. 

Cym. Camouflage Candy, (Radiant 
Harry x Red Beauty) is another Cym. Red 
Beauty hybrid from the Andy Easton sta- 
ble, Geyserland Orchids. Mr Easton pos- 
sibly produced as many Cym. Red Beauty 
hybrids as anyone else to date. Cym. 
Radiant Harry tends to be dominant for 
long spikes and strong pink colour, and 
the results we’ve flowered from this 
crossing have featured some very impres- 
sive spikes with good flower counts, 
although flower shape and size has been 
poor except for one striking example - but 
then that’s what growing seedlings is all 
about - they can’t all be champions but 
the good ones make up for all the also- 
rans. 

Cym. Janet Lees, Cym. Irene Martin 
and Cym. Cathleen Mitchell are included 
together here as they have all been bred 
from the little used Cym. Red Beauty 
‘Daphne’ 4n which is a strongly yellow 
coloured flower with a heavy overlay of 
red lines and spots giving it a fiery orange 
colour. While not producing huge flow- 
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Cym. Julie Hawkes ‘Melody’ - owned by Kimberley Orchids. Cym. Julie Hawkes ‘El Questro’ - owned by Kimberley Orchids. 


Ae 


Cym. Julie Hawkes ‘Alanis’ - owned by Kimberley Orchids. Cym. Julie Hawkes ‘Rebecca’ - owned by Kimberley Orchids. 


LEGACY 


We need your help... 
today more than ever. 


TE EEEEInEIEIE SISSIES = 


w CY MBIDIUM 
gee ORCHIDS 


Quality Cymbidium Mericlones for 
David the showbench or enthusiast 


ORCHIDS Telephone or Write for Catalogue 
22 Emmett Street Golden Square Victoria 3555 


Phone (03) 5442 4806 Mobile 0411 352 036 
Email dkorchids@smartchat.com.au 


Please send donations 
to your nearest Legacy Office 


AOR177 
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ers, the results flowered out so far have 
been floriferous, vigorously growing 
plants with strong spikes. The other 
parents used in the three crossings were 
a yellow Cym. Surman’s Delight, the 
green Cym. Valley Zenith “Tetrahigh’ 
and the red/brown Cym. Talarico. All 
plants flowered so far have been in yel- 
low, orange and amber tones, many 
with dusting or spotting in red. 

In Cym. Janet Lees, the Cym. Valley 
Zenith parent has influenced the lip 


[ Cym. Julie Hawkes ‘Hot Ginger’ - owned by Kimberley Orchids. 


colour and markings while Cym. Red 
Beauty has dominated for colour and 
provided the spotting across petals and 
sepals. In the Cym. Irene Martin cross 
the influence in shape of Cym. Coraki, 
one parent of Cym. Surman’s Delight, 
has shown through in many examples, 
but Cym. Red Beauty has dominated for 
size, lip markings, strength and length 
of spike and flower count. Cym. 
Wallamurra, one parent of Cym. 
Talarico has influenced the darker 


Text by Rob Smith 


now owe Phil Grech a second thank you 

-over this orchid that he kindly gave to 
Noe and I back in 1997. I had labelled it 
hybridiser unknown in the article on inter- 
mediates in the last issue of AOR, 
Aug/Sep 2002 Vol. 67 No. 4. 

Why, in all the times I’ ve spoken to Phil 
over the years since he gave us the plant, 
I’ve never thought to ask him where he got 
it, or who might have made the crossing I 
simply don’t know. I’ll have to put it down 
to one of those mental glitches that remain 
unexplainable or, perhaps, I mistakenly 
thought I had asked him at some time. 
Anyway, Phil kindly rang me the other 
night to let me know that the orchid was 
hybridised by Rob Pollock, whom [at least 
mentioned in the article. 
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All I can say is thank you to both Rob 
and Phil for the creation, then the gift, of 
such a lovely, shapely and floriferous little 
Cymbidium. To add the icing to the cake, 
Phil informed me that it will carry pods too 
and he has material in the laboratory, 
which was great news as we have tried two 
crossings with it this season, using it for 
the first time. I was so happy with the news 
about its originator and its fertility that I 
almost forgot to congratulate Phil on his 
OSCOV/Collector’s Corner show win and 
the AM/OSCOV-COSV his champion 
plant of Cym. One Tree Hill ‘John’s Quest’ 
received. 

Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


Cym. Irene Martin ‘Pepper’ - owned by Rob and Noe Smith. 


the Cym. 


amber-brown tonings in 
Cathleen Mitchell cross. 
In Part Two, a range of hybrids incor- 
porating the likes of Cym. Khan Flame, 
Cym. Yowie Rose, along with a number 
of hybrids with striking colour, a few 
spotty’s, some of the second generation 
results and even a few intermediates 
will be featured. | 
Rob Smith 
24 William Hunter Court 
Rosebud, Victoria 3939 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


Dear Editor, 


Since the photo in the June/July 2002 
issue of my large “‘cym” spike, I had much 
correspondence and advice from readers 
of your magazine: - and email from a 
grower on the N.W.Coast of Tasmania 
inviting me to visit him and he will explain 
to me the differences between a cymbid- 
ium and a N.Z. flax plant. A letter from 
South Australia; - “I hope to have 
seedlings with a better flower count than 
your plant”. A senior Tasmanian Judge 
assures me that I would get at least $100. 
per division. Many readers of the AOR 
have passed comment on to me regarding 
the article and I thank them all for their 
various remarks. 

So far I have heard nothing of the 


Victorian grower who initiated this 
episode. | 
Rex Johnson 

97 Underwood Rd 


Underwood, Tasmania 7268 
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ale Free BBQ. with selected guest 
a vendors. eo 
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ae now famous é 


1560 Brieses Road, Peats Ridge, NSW 2250 
Phone: (02) 4375 1199 Fax: (02) 4375 1205 
email: royaleorchids@bigpond.com.au 
website: www. royaleorchids.com 
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